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Mongft thoſe many De- 
| bates which .grow too | 
warm between the {e- } 

| _ *'veral. Parties in this } 

Nation, to the. great Scandal * 

.of Religion | » and: the Diſturb- Þ 

-1ng of the: Goverttment, and the 3 

Un-chriſtian Deſpite and Cen-"? 

ſure one of another 3 I douht:: 4 
not but there are many ſerious; 45 
and ſober Chriſtians, who chogge: 1 
rather to retite into themſelvey eng. 54 
and look: in to the ſtate of that 
own Souls, whilſt others - make} 

this reſtleſs noiſe abroad,, Apnd 
therefore I Recommen d chal ys 
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ſhort Treatiſe to theſe. to ſj th] L; 
a few hours in the Reading _ 1 
Meditating upon it 5; whilſt. 


others waſte their time in Pam 
phlets and Libels, 1 confeſs 
we have ſeveral very eminent 


Pieces, written by the Learned, 
Orthodox and Laborious 'Do- 7 
Qtors of our own Church, con- 


cerning the ſame SubjeA that 1 
here offer to you © 
member Solomor at the Building 
of the Temple , 


In our Temporal Concerns, 
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But I re- } 


made ule not 
only of materials which his own |} 
Country abounded in, but alſo 
fetched ſome from the Kingdom 
| of Tyre, 


though our own Nation afford E: 
us great plenty for the neceſſi- |: 
ties of Food and Raiment , yet 
S thouſands are em- | 
E. ployed ol _— of  for- | 
= reign | 


, —— 6 ADS woe, 
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EF: * To the Reader, 


reign Commodities. The con- 
veniencies of our Souls are to 
be regarded as well as thoſe of 
our Bodies; and though we 
are, bleſſed be God , furniſhed 
with theſe in our own Coun. 
trey , as fully as any Nation 1n 
the World; yet the moſt learn- 
ed DoQtors cannot fay but they - 
are much beholden to thoſe of 
other Churches, and that they 
| have taken 1n much Light from 
} them; and therefore why. may 
4 not Chriſtians of other capact- 
ties receive benefit from the La- 
bours of thoſe of another Church, 
This was my Deſign in Tranſ- 
lating this Treatiſe into our na- | 

tive Tongue, and if any:receive j 
ho by it, I have. whatT } 
intended; however:,. I have | 
not loſt my Labour, for in this } 
Work I have the better digeſt» | 
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ed the pious Meditations of the 
Author, to the laxisfation of _ 
my own mind. I do not que- 


ftion bur that whoever Reads. 


It , will thank the Author for 
publiſh ng this Edition, and gi- 
ving us that to our uſe which 
you ſee in the Advertiſement he 
.purpoſed for his own. Self- 


 cilitating it, and preventing mis 


ſtakes , deſerve very well from 
Me 


| The time when the Author 


wrote this, was fince the Re- þ 


_ formed Church in Fraxce had 


-her Perſecutions. renewed a- 
Ws her”; and, | in AfMictions 


"rmen..ate'moſt thoughtfu] , and 


"wake the ſtriQeſt _ - 


Examination 1s a difficult task, 
_ and a great work, and ſuch as 
give us. good Rules for the fa- 
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| their own Heart 3 So that we 
f may very well believe, that we 
| have not only the Learning and 
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Judgement , . but alſo the freſh 
experience of the Author, des+ 
livered to us in many of his 
Rules I will ſay no more, 
but leave every Man to uſe it 


- as he finds 1t, and value it as it 
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perſons whe had deſired it : 


— that wich 0:iged him himpe ef to | 


AR 
” dvertilement, 


- Te Anthoy of il es Treat: iſe, Þ$ 
kaving alread) for ſomet.me | 
Compoſed it for bis own particalir | 
wſe, and for the uſe of ſame other 
It hap- 
pened that ſome Printer ſurreptiti. 
onfly publiſhed a Copy of it, which 2 
was full of gr'ſs Faults , without - 
oder , without diflindion , and 7 
which in divers places was not on- | 
ly witkout Senſe, but alſo repreſen- 
red ofteri a falſe Senſe, and contra- © 
rj 80 that of the Author, This is 
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make. this Edition , of which the | 
” Xu lickis advertiſed that they might | 
not take fur his Work an Edition 3 


' whichis almcÞ every where corrupt, | 
which he is obliged to diſown, ac- }| 


knowiedging none Lut this ſecond | 
to le bis, 
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Order a prepare ki bim 


FOR THE, 


ff the nece eſſity y S 24 Bxamini ” ; 
: $ God never preſents him- 
; ſelf to the Creatures :eyes, 


_ ix when hes artended with alt” : 
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| the marks of his infinite Maje- 
'TH lty : 
|| never toappear before him with- 
| | out being ſeized with a Religious . 
|; fear, .and without his utmoſtien-. 
{| deavours of putting himſelf into , 
| an eſtate of reſpe&, and profound | 
tj} Bumility. We find in the-His. 


8. cularly have diſcovered the mi= 
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Pw off thy ſhoes from thy 
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eration, 


The Creature alſo _- 


ſtory of the Old Teſtament, that 
when the Lord manifeſted him- . 
6 firſt to; Moſes,under theImageg ; 
a burning Buſhz Moſes furpri- . 

'P [ed oy aboniſhed, at this Obj <Q, . 
= - vv ould--immediatly have PRs 4. 
$ near, - that.he-might more Parti- | 


Z but-at the fame inſtant he 
+ heard a voice, ſaying unto bim,. 


Exod. 3. " feet, fo? the place! erotic 
FE” hw Rene * To boy | 


" God would fiop that wy | 


we. 
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- meranous and precipitant moti- 


'where- the preſence of God. is, 
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| command ofpulling off his ſhoes, 


the Sacrament of the Holy Sup- - | | 


| _ nary. then the Buſh of: te ] 
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on of Moſes, which would have 
carried him to the Buſhz becauſe 


man can never uſe too much pre- 
caution, nor a& with too much 
refervedned, And as to - the 


It is certain thatunder the figure 
of that corporal action,he com- 
manded an interiour SanRifica- 
tion 2+ For. it was, as if he had 
ordained him to deveſt himſelt 
of all that ' he had , - that was 
mean and rerrefirial , and to-: 
purifie himſelf of all his vemer: 
Soils, \ 
We may "0 with truth , that- 


per, which Jeſus Chriſt bath efta- - 
bliſhed * in bis Church, hath ſome-! 
thing more Venerableand more | 
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[ confeſs that our Eyes difcover._. 
nothing thar is either ſurprizing -} 
* Or miraculous. We regard not } 
| the matter, the Bread and the * 
sf Wine, which arevrdinary objets | 
sf and things of ſmall yalue: Butas 
i mean and vile as the matter is, 
we muſt not doubt but Gol is 
|| - preſent in this holy action, with - 
t} alltheluſtre of his Grandeur and. . 
Mijeſty, ſince it is a myſtery of | 
His grace, & an authentick pledge. 
, "of his Covenant with us, ſo ie 
 wemuſt not approach © whhonr | | 
A jiſt and lawful preparation. | 
Pat off then ,. miſerable {finner, 
thy (hoes from thy feet, quite }. 
. thy [mpurities, andifi thy Con- Þ 
| fcience, place thy (elf in a condi- PF 
tion of Humiliation and Picty-3 N 
for the place where thou art, is 
_ not holy Earth, but an Avguſt. +> 
+ Heaven . the Throne of the. ; 


” 
ECT 


oo 
Lamb of God, before whomthe- , 


J in glory. 
FF Theſe holy preparations c: chief. 
[ ly.conſiſt in a ſolid and exatt 


F and ſentiments of Picty, of Re- 
_ penrance, of Confidence and Des 
 votion, which ought to_accom- 


' TableofourLord 3 but tojudge 
the better of the neceſſity of this 


. Examination, it is requiſit thatwe 


makea more particular reflexion _ 
"upan the greatneſs and . ifmpor-, 
tance of the ation of the Com® 
munion 3 for it is not. an ordi- 
mary 


quence. This. Divine Sacrament 


b. Ange Is attend, and where the E- 
F ternal Father i is ſet with his Son .. 


{ Examination, which every one _ 
J ought tomake of himſelf, foron | 
{-that partly depend the motions, 


pany us.when we approach the 


affion, or of little conſe- 


1s. an > Aighlgment of all that is .. | 
. More e 4 
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in Religion, a Temple which in- 


meet together, in Compariſon, 


on- to wit, 1n Compariſon of his 


thing - in Oppoſition of his Ju- 


his Mercy, with-our Faith and 


his only eternal Eflence, and the 


+ made. the World, whopreſerves 
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more great and more: admirable |} 


clofes Nature, Grace and Glory, | 
a Sanctuary where God and Men: | 


in Oppoſition, - and in-Communi- ? 
Sovereign Majeſty with our No- - 


ſtice with our Perverſneſs;. and 
in Communion of his Love, and 


our Regeneration, He ts there 
as a Creator, as a Maſter, asa » 
Law-givcr, in all the Rights that : 


firſt Cauſe of all things gives him 
over us; and we are there in this 
myſtical Repaſt, to render him. 
the moſt profound, and moſt-per-' 
tet Homage of our dependance, : 
He is there as a God who: hath ' 
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16, whogoverns it,and whohath' 


giveii Laws to Men, ſetting be- 


fore their Eyes on the one hand 
the puniſhments of his' wrath; -. 
and on the-other, -the juſt advan- 
tages of his bleſling : - And weare 
there to confeſs that all that we 
are,and all that we- have 18 from- 
him, that we 'are under anatu- 
1] and indiſpenſible obligation - 
| to obſerve his Laws,-and that if 
| wehave violated them, our con- 
| demnation 1s juſt, Apain, heis- 


there as a Judge upon: his'Tribu- 


_ nal, beſet round with all the pu-' 
_ niſhments of his vengeance, a 
_ Judge which ſees all: who exa-_ 


mins all, who diſcerns all, who 


ſounds all. hearts, and the moſt- 
ſecret motions. of the Soul,: and: 
- who condemnscrimes, whereſo- 


we 


ever he finds. them. And. 


are there As. unhba ppy- Cr mi 
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| whom the diſobedience of the: 
| firſt man hath plunged, with all | 
| the reſtof Mankind into a gene-: 
f ral corruption, . which makes us| 
Fi flayesofdSatan of Hell and Death, 
F andhath ſank us into an Eternal / 
ruine, In fine, he 1s there asa-; 
God of Mercy and Peace, who .' 
| ſeeingus in rhishorrible miſery, ., 
Si hath laidadeſign to reſcueusout: | 
&;. of it, by pardoning our finsand } 
| raiſing us to a. hope of þ1s King- 
; dom. 
_ . There are diſplayed. as ina 
precious draught all the admira-. þ 
ble ways which God hath made: | 
uſe of to ſaveus, to wit,the Em» { 
| baſſay of Jeſus Chriſt, and all his } 
| Occonomy. This divine Saviour 
þ preſents himſelf there, onthe one ; 
fide inveſted with all the glory: - 
of his natural conditions and on:.: 


the other ide envyironed we ite, þ 
S | 
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the ignominies, and all the do- 
Jours of his annihilation, ſmeared 


and covered with his precious 


blood which he ſhed for us. There 
all the marvels of his Incarnation 
meet together, all the ſufferings 
of his Life , all the Infirmities, 
and all the accidents which ac- 
companied him upon Earth; the 
cruel perſecutions of his Enemies, 
the fierce aſſaults the Devil offer- 
ed him, his anguiſhes in the Gars 
den of Gethſemane, his Arreſt, his 
Condemnation, his Nakednefs, 


his Croſs, his Crown of Thorns, 
. his Scarlet Robe, his Gaul, his 


Vinegar; in a word, there is all. 
the ſad appearances of his bloody | 
Death. - But theſe ObjeRts are .. 4 


not alone , they ſhew us others * 


alſo; for we ſee there the.entire | 
and perfe@ Innocence of the per- * 


| ſonofour Redeemer, the Infinite . 
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and ineſteemable price of his Sa- 


crifice, which alone hath been } 
able to render the Divinity fa- | 
vourable to us; theardent Love, | 
and immenſe Goodneſs, - which | 
made himſo voluntarily expoſe 
his Life for our Salvation. We ſee 
there the Eternal glory which 


bath followed his abaſement, and 


which is the juſt Crown of his | 
Combats; his ReſurreQion, his i. 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, his fit- } . 


ting at the Right-hand of God, } 


and the effufion of his Holy Spi- 


rit which he made, and. of his 


light throughout the WorldAnd . 


to us1n this ation, .under all the 
reſpe&s of his Grace z- ſo on our 
part we ought to be there with 


| all the ſentiments of Baich,ofGra- 


titude, of Gontrition, of Hope, of 


* Zeal, which theſe great myſteries þ 


& Jeſis Chriſt preſents himſelf | 
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| Ceſcrve, if we would gather the 
| fruits for which they are appoint- 


ed: From hence we may eaſily 


I Or ſclves lightly upon ſo impor- 
| tant a Communion 3 but on the 


| contrary to prepare our ſelves by 


a reflexion- of our Souls upon 


{ themſclves, by an elevation of 
our thoughts above all theſe 
| earthly. things, and by a ſincere 
| animadverſion upon our ſelves, 


to ſee if we are not entirely un- 


worthy to approach this Divine 


Table. 


This neceflity appears alſo, if | 
we caſt our Eyes upon the con- | 
ſequences ofa good and bad Com- 
munion, For it is true, if we re- 
ceive this heavenly Sacrament as 
we ought, we receive life and a 
b] ſled] Immortality,we find there 
peace with God, joy-andconſo- 
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(12) 
lation of Soul, and a right tothel 
Eternal Inheritance. : But if on 
|| the contrary we partake unwor-{ 
thily, this Hcly Comunion 1s 
tf fire which conſumes our Bowels,f 
| we haveinita Death and Con. Z 
|| Fdemnation afſured to us WeY' 
Si have then a great concern notÞ 
$' to come without a juſt.prepara-f 
, tion, for fear that 1n ſtead. of ta- : 
Fi King aremedy, we take poyſon Þ 
chere, and leſt it ſhould haſten } 
_ and aggravate our Judgement. | 
This.is the reaſon why St. Paul | 
Treating upon this Subject in his } 
firſtEpiſtleto theCorinthians,per- {- 
cas himſelf poſſeſſed with as 
holy fear,ſceing the danger Com- | * 
| municants expoſe themſelves to, 4 
ſaith, Let - 0ne exa- L. 
. mine himſelf, .and ſolet 1 Cor. It [ 
him eat of that Bread, 
and ar. that Cup: for he that | 


eat I 


—_ WE 
| eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
| caieth and drinketh damnation 10 
{ himſelf. erin oe 
Beſides the neceſſity of this 
Examination will appear to you, 
If you conſider well, how difh- 
culta thing it is for a Man to 
know himſelf well 5 and on the 
' contrary,how ealle it 1sto deceive 
t himſelf,and make too favourable 

a judgement of himſelf : Who 
knows not; how ſelf-love diſgui- 


nnclination which. we have to-e- 


| ; {teem Our (elves, makes US ſcarce 


| ſee our faults, or ſee them ſo falſe- 
We 


- 


: ly as to call them vertues. 


© lances, the one for our own fins, 
' which we diminiſh as much as 
| poſſible , extenuating and excu- 
- fing them, and reducing themal- 
| moſt to nothing, and the other 


. for 
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| ſesthings, and that the natural. 


| 
| have two Weights, and two Bal- 


hack ® 


 forour good qualities, which wi 
exaggerate in the Joy of out 
hearts, exalting them to ourſ| 
Eyes 1na thouſand rich colours, 
and magnifying. them . inbnitcly 
beyond their natural Idea, tg 
concerns us then. extrearly;;. tg 

make a. ſerious Exatnination, off 
our ſelves, that we may not fa 
into theſe illuſions which are ſopr- 
dinary to all men; - © at e1 
_ I confeſs that, if to know. our 
ſelves well, We- need 1 no more but 
'. to compare our, ſelyes with, de-| 
batiched men, 'who.make an openf 
profeſſion of fin, and which paſs 
| ws lives in wickednefs, and une 
.cleanneſs;3, it would be then . þ 
great difficulty , every ane need 
no moreburt to caft his Eyes upon 
his own condud&, and at the firſt | 
ſight the difference would appear 
But the Prarie made his account] 
Y in 


OY 
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in this manner. O God, _. 
*faithhe, 1 thank thee that 'Luk.18. 
1 am not as other men are, 
20 extortioner, eppreſior, p0r #t- 
juſt perſon, no adulterer, nor ever 
as this Pablican. [ 
ſfayes, he went not away to bis 


| houſe Juſtified : If it were no 


with Hypocrites and Impoſtors, 
which conceal Vices, and Infa. 
mies under the appearances of 
Sanity, Every one might call. 
 Iy diſtinguiſh themſelves from ſuch 


| 1snot ſufficient to judge the veri- 
ty and folidity of a Chriſtian Re- 
\. generation by, We muſt do 
| more, . we_ muſt diſtinguiſh our 
| vertue from a ſimple moral hone- 
| ſity, which the Temperature, the 


] Philoſophy may give, 
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Jeſus Chigſt - 


more but to compare our ſelves 


people - burtit is certain thatthat 


{ Education, Age, and the ſtudy of } 
We muſt } 
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diſtinguiſh it from a civil vertue, 
which humane Laws, the prin- * 
ciples of Society,the example of } 
the wifeſt Men, Experience,Office | 
_ and Dignities may produce. We : 
muſt diſtinguiſh it from a vain, F | 
but ſpecious Image of Sandtity, | i 
which Superſtition, and falſe Re- MW 
Iigions may inſpire, In fine, we 
muſt diſtinguiſh it from.all thoſe 
baſtard, and imperfe&adts of Pie- Þ 
ty and Sanity, which may pro- i 
_ ceed fromthe firſt Diſpolitions of: 
grace, and more particularly from | 
that ſort of temporary and fragile. 
faith, which Jeſus Chriſt. ſpake* 
of in one of his Parabtes, for in; 
his noting the different orders} 
of thoſe which hear the Goſpel, 
he ſaith, That ſome recejve the 
word n#th joy; but hav- z 
k. ing no root in them Mark +] 
7 , endnre but. for a 
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| Seaſons; but when oppreſsi0n anJ 
perſecution cometh for the Goſpels 
', ſake, by and by they are-off ended. 
Bur a fincere and ſaving Regene- 
ration goeth much further, Ne- 
_ 'vettheleſs as dheſe nature! Cha- 
_ racers are- quick and ſenſible; it 
will not bedifficult to diſcern them 
from thoſe falſe and deceitful imt- 

. tations, if we could have them pu-, 
re,and without any mixture of cor- 
ruption, but alas experience tea- 
cheth'tis but too well, that what: 
ever progreſs we hive made in 
holineſs, the fleſh ftill Combars 
againſt the ſpiric, There are re- 
-mains of ſin ever within us which 


£ @ 
"* 


{cience, and this is that which _ 
makes this diſcernment ſo hard i 
yet it is not impoſſible; elſe St. | 
2 Core . 13, Pan! would not have 
wt of your ſelves, 


"ud 4 
n » 
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4 
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embroile the eftate of our Con- 


fo know whether 7 eſus Chris: be; in 
Jon. | 


þ Paſſover, Hezekiah made a Pray- | 
Let them, 
'. The good Lor d pardon e- 


I : 8, 19s: 
 - his heart z0 ſeck Goa, _— 


018). 


Being then. neither eafie, Þ 
nor impoſſible, and alſo of ſo 4 
creat importance to us, it, is our 'þ 
duty to apply our ſelves to it, 4 
with care, and above all, notto | 
negle@ i It upon : an occaſion, where * 
it is ſo ablolutely neceſſa y, as | 
it is in'the Holy Sacrament, ÞJ 
In times paſt God « ould have | 
the 1ſraelites purifie themſelves | 
exactly, before they did eat the } 
Paſleover, therefore you ſhall find 
in the ſecond of the Chronicles, ' 


_ that many of the people had time 


ro purifie themſelves according to 


| _ the Ordinance of the. Law, and } 


having nor forborn to eat the 


in theſe. words, | 


wery one that prepareth 2 Chron. _ 


Z Lond | 
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( 19) 
' Lord Godof his Fathers, though | 
| he be not cleanſed according to the : 
' purification of the. Sandtuary, Wi 
God required fo great a prepata- | 
tion for the Celebration of the 
old Paſſover, how much more. 
' may he require from us, when 
we go. about to partake of. his 
Sacrament, This preparation is {' 
neceſſary in all the particular a&ts* * 
of Religion , but chietly in this, + 
lince, as we hivz ſaid, it is a ge- 
neral a& which comprehends all | 
_ all the holyeſt parts of Religion, + 
and in which all the Gafes. of a 1 
Man's Conſcience ought .to 'be 
opened to the Eyes of God, as 
the Treaſures of God are opene@. : 
therein to the Eyes of Men, 
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| 
| | The firſt rale to make this Exami- | 
| 
| 


08. well by, To take atrue ac--} 
. Colt of OnYr own $ ins, 


j* you demand in, what man- | 
| | ® ner we ought to proceed in 
$i this Examination? I anſeringe-. 
| | tera], that we muſt proceed ho- | 
| | - lily, as before the Eyes of onr . 
.. Creator which ſees gs, ſincerely, - 
akd with agood faith, as aRing . 
\} The. greateſt concern that we ' 
it Have, diligently and ſcrupulouſ-. 

F ly, as being the moſt dangerous } 
{ 'thing in the World to be decei- | 
j vedin, In fine, you muſt pro- Þ 
= ceed inan unincerrupred and con- | 

Rant manner, being an action 5 
t that muſt not be lefe imperfeR, 
ET ſhall therefore endeavour to ſer | 
i dom in this treatiſe, ome Rules | 
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(21) 
to acquit this duty well, and the 

fi:t | propoſe ſhall be this, | 
' _- We muft Examine our ſelves. ' 
of our peculiar fins, I ſay of our | 
Peculiar fins, for as | ſaid before, ' 
wiilſt we are here on Earth, we. . 
do not profeſs a perfte& Holy-: | 
neſs, nor a Righteouſneſs free- 
irom Spots: we ſhall not attain: 
that: glory till we ate in Hea- 
ven:Nevettheleſ(s there is a great . 
difference betwixt the manner of- } 
a righteous Man's finning, and ' 
the manner of a wicked Man's, . 
" A pious Man may not only fall 
into ſin, but alſo into very groſs: 
fins, which may ſtagoer the ſtate- | 
of the Conſcience; and grieve the | 
Holy Spirit, to make uſe of the 
* Scripture Phraſe, Yet betwixr ? 
him aged a. wicked Man, ..in. my 4 


Opinion there are four notgrious ? 
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The firſt £ T hat a wicked Man | 
* Falls, or may fall into the ſame | 


| Exceſſes vety often , by reaſon 
F that he ſins either by habit or in- 


clinztion : But a good Man can- - 
not fall often into the ſame enor- 
| mus fault, becauſe a habit or. 
| criminal inclination cannot | be | 
”. ſtrongly rooted in his heart, be- 
ing a thing abſolutely incompa- - 


tible with : a true Faith, and true 
Regeneration: when then we {ee 


a Man by the return of the ſame | 
objeas, and the {ame occaſion,- | 
K commit the ſame crimes, it 1s an | 
iP cvident fign'that heis notin the | 
| number of true believers, A true | 

Chriſtian may be ſurprized once, 


W. or twice but the horror which 


E. he hath for his fault after he hath 
| committed it, and the pracauti- 
ons that he afterwards takes a- © 
o2inſt his own infirmitie, | can | 


| or Y hardly 


— 


ESE, 
hardly ſuffer him to fall back un- 
to the fame fins, Grace is 1epre- 
ſent:d to us in the Scripture un-- 
der the figu.e'of a War, and a- | 
mong many reaſons which be ; 
given for it, this appears to me ! 
= moſt Pp: oper; towir, that in 
Grace, as ina War, they Endea- | 
vour principally Jo fortifie thoſe | 
places, which experience hath no» ' 
ted to be the weaxeſt, ang toe; 
- moſt dangerous ' they guard 
themſe: yes av2inſt the atracks of 
the Enemy, and uſe ſuch care and | 
induſtry, that at laſt they become. 
_ Impregnable, Every Maa mayj 
fail, but if he be in a perpecual in-? 
tention of corre&ing himſelf, as ; 
2 true Chriſtian ought co bes, 
tis almoſt impoſſible for him c 
commit the ſame great offence 
often, I 
The ſecond difference conſiſts 
mY in 


| 


' Joy, or intereſtwhich he receives. 
| inthe Action :. yer it may happen-. f 
that his bare moral honefty may } 
K- give him ſome ſecret removes, 
WS But apious Man, by which 5 7 
- mean a good Chriſtian, a Man. 
I truly called to a knowledge of 


W a6ver {all, into. a groſs fin, but at 


., 
f 3 
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q 24 *H 
Fil that a-wicked Man ſeldom feels 
any- remorſes, or inward conflicts 
at. the inſtant he fi ns; or-if he. 
teel any:, they come from conſi- i 
derations of moral honeſty., and a: | 


| certain natural confuſion , "wich | 


almoſt. ail Men have in the coms. 
Mitting evil aQtions, Though to. 
ſpeak truth, it muſt; be acknow- 


| ji. ledged, this very fentiment is but. ] 


very. weak in an_ unregenerate- 
Man, at the inſtance of his fins | 
ning, becauſe he is either dazled 
or conquered by the Idea of his. þ 


Jeſas Chriſt, that Man, I ay, * 


wo 
< 
— 
—_ 
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the ſame inſtant he ſhall tee puns+:- | 
gent dolours in his Seul, Airifes + : 
and regrets, which proceed not © 
only. from impreflidns of honeſty, | 
and that natural modeſty, whica - 
L hiated bejtore, but from the - 
ſenſe of his oftendino God, and :} 
the breach .he hath made-in: his : 
own hopes of Salyation.z.. how- | 
ever impetuous the motion-. of | 
his paſſion is, or however violent--: 
_ or. tranſported it. may be, if he : 
hath truly received the principles: 
of Piety into his heart, .or it you; 
will allow me to ſay ſo, it he hath | 
received the: Seal of grace: from y 
above; it is not poſlible -but-- his: 
heart ſhould make ſome refiſt-4 
arice, how ever thick and black the 
cloud of fleh and blood i is, which! 
then covers his Sau) : It is-nor} 
poſtble , but he ſhould 'ſee the! 


. -_ of Ri þ ge. chrough. this) 


( 26 ) 
 Yail,, which he fo much de- 
faces by his ingratitude, T ac- 
| knowledge that this cloud of fleſh ' 
and blood darkens commonly | 
theſe impreſſions of God , and | 
takes jrom them the principal | 
part of cheir ſtrength and effica» | 
Cy; for if it wee not fo, they | 
would not have fallen into the 
1} fin, Burl fay again, that itcan- | 
t# | not ſo cover it, but that there 4 
T# remains ever ſome {ſentiments 1n | 
8. the bottom, of the Soul, from 
' . whence proceeds thoſe ſecret | 
| pangs, and thoſe hidden remorſes 
Which ſo aſtoniſh and terrifie a - 
Mag in the midſt of the very joy. 
of his fin, 

The third difference is, That 
an evil Man, thatis, 8 Man of the. 

' World, whom God hath not ce- * 
K. E- erated, feels but very few mo-. 
Tons toward Repentance ee? 


#4 | 
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4 hath eoaies his fla, and 
this happens mote eſpecially When 
his crime hath had a happy ſuc. 
ceſs; I mean when he hath either 
received ſome grear joy, or ſome 
great ptofir, or "that he nath at-! 
_£ained ſome great honour , and 
' fome external 2lory 2mongl z 
Mea ; the ſucceſſes of which | 
 farrers his ambition, aVarice,, Ol 
vo.uptuouſneſs, which comply 
ing with ſelt-love, permits | hiag] 
caice 20 bearken to the woice 
. of Conſcience, or the Complaine4 
of yertue, which he hath ſo uns 
_ worthily abandoned, It 'is quiz 
otherwiſe with a Regencracs 
Man , when he falls into the 
Aſorts of ſins ! by the "Prize 
nis Senſes, and by the aſſaulrsg 
his paſhons, he cannot wallow 
long in it, he will ciſc ag3in. bj 
| Repentance, Whatever Happ 
fucceſ 


, 
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ſucceſs be hath had in his fins, it. 
[|] 15 not poſſible bur the Idea of his. 
| God, an4 of Chriſt Teius his Sa- 
I 11 viour will repreſent it ſelf ro him; 
ff and make him recurn from his 
|| wanderings,  And' as when we + 
$f] are amongſt ſtrangers who court. 
$ and careſs us, we may eaſily per- 
© |: ceiye in thoſe moments of (weet- _ 
| i neſs thac the remembrance of our. © 
 #! dear Country and Family. dimi- 
F ij niſhes, But when. our - BB. 
TE nq longer thus prepoſleſſed, and -; 
F we come to our ſelves, it is im- 
poſſible but the love of our Coun- - 
Strey; and of our. dear Family, -: 

& ſhould -apain lay. hold of us, and _ { 
WR powerfully upon. our hearts: If 
: zo oblige us to return to it, In:, |) 
the like manner, it is caſte ro ap-. ©} 


; prehend, that in the exceſs-of our # 
paſſions, and all. the time-whilft+. * 


] rheinchanymenr of fin laſts, the. : 
4 FORGING Y 


09-7. 
| remembrance of our duty to God,. 
| and to Jeſus. Chriſt his Son (uf. 
ter ſome Ecliple :.-But when the. 
force of the charm is cealed, and - 
we come.into cold blood, we mult: 
neceffarily recal the memory. of. 
_ of our firſt ſtate, and then the | 
face of God juſtly incenſed res. 
; preſents it {elf to us , and creates. 
*  in,our. hearts ſenſible and violent 
regrets, Happy ſucceſſes can.then, } 
have no more effect upon us, tor 
- ſelf-loveis not that which Reigns 
+ In the Soul of. a faithtul Chrifti- 
ang butthe love of God polleſ- 
- ſes thefyſt place; and though ir - 
* hath been rudely affaylted by. the-. 
iq fury. of that party, which. 1 
4) call the appetite, and thar it hath , 
iF been, aS it were conſtrained to. 
7 yieldto-the.torrent., _ it hath not. 
» yet: wholly. loſt: its rank: ner its 
: ſarce. Toes proceed thoſe ? 
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bitrer diſpleaſures, thole fighs, | 

thoſe Tears, thoſe Contritions of ; 
- heart, thoſe ardent Groans,which ' 
E- ſee i in the faithful afrer their i 


' the One and Fittierh 6g where 
. heexpreſles all che lines of a lively 
and deep Repentance, Have mercy 


, cording to the multitude of thy 
 amercies do away mine offences, 
' Waſh me throughly from my wicked» | 


2 Man who is not Regenerated 


(39). 


p 
”S 
| 


fall. We have an emincnr Ex. 
ample in the perſon of David, in 


1's” Ear” tran 
- 


F 


upon me, O God, after 


ſal. e1. 
wore of thy great ' goodneſs - : a= 
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eſs, and cleanſe me from my fin; . 
for 1 acknowledge my fault, and my. 
nts ever before me, A gain thee _ 
. only have 1 frunea, ani done this. 
evilinthypeht ; caſt me not aw) 
 fromthy preſence, aud take not 7: 
- Holy Spirit from me, © 
The Fourth difference is, That 
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_ into ageneral relinquiſhment of? 
| Sanity, For as a Body pierced? 
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may fall, and fall many times in- 
to ſins of the {ame kind, but al- 
ſo ar the {ame rime commit Ma 


ny fins of a different kind, Adul- 


_ .rtery, Treaſon, Calumny, injU- 


ſtice, For provided that thele 
fins accommodate themſelves to | 
his ſeli-love, and that they de- 
light him in divers refpuls, 
if ” will nor be difficult for him 
to £0 thorough with them at the 


 {ſametime, But it is not ſo with 
- a good Chriſtian; he may h 
deed, by the ſurprizeal of ſome | 


1N- 


great objeq, ſuffer himſelf to be 
blinded, and commit a great fin: ;4 
yet he is not capable of commit- 


* £ing at the ſame time many fins! 


of a different kind, nor to fall; 


_ with-many wounds, cannot bur 
be mamortalfiate, although e-. 


2 certainly knows nat how. ro ſub--. \ 


kimſelf by theſe four. differences, 


ESC 


| himfelt engaged in a habitude of 


(32) 


very wound in particular be nor- | 


mortal; ſo a Regeneration-which | 
is ſet upon in divers places, and. 


combated by many different fins, ! 


fiſt , although. any one of. thoſe - 
fins in particular, be not alroge- 

ther incompatible with. a tate of. 
Regeneration ; I mighr-ſayalſo, 

that.it doth not utterly. detace 
and deſtroy it, This is the fiſt: 
Rule-rhat we give forthe Exami-. 
nation of our {eives; to wir, That. 
a Man make refleQion -upon his. 
own pait-fins, and that he judge 
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which - we have here remarked, + 
For. it is-certain, that.if he- find | 


F- vices, which make him often fall 
* into the ſame offences, if in the. 
| moment-that he fins, he perceives-, | 


in himſci{ ao zefiſtance, or, more þ 


ged in many fins of divers ſotts ;. 
this is a certain mark that the cor- 


W9 b 
oyer, if he perceives not but the 
refiſtances come trom moral and 
humane honeſty, without the I-. 
dea of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt 
his Redeemer, and of his own. Sal- 
vation,” having any part in them 
if he doth not quickly recover 
himſelf by a lively and true Re- 
pentance, accompanied. with ſharp _ 
remorſes, it he find himſelf enga- |} 


ruptions of. gature. reign, altoge=. 
ther in him, and that. he is not I} 
truly in the Communion of Jeſus. } 
Chriſ, Theſe things are. not | 
found in. a heart which the Holy | 
Spirit hath ſanRified,and to which: 

he hath given the Image of Riohe {| 
teouſneſs, But 1f in this Exami« 4 
nation which he ſhall make, he? 
find it altogether otherwiſe, it the. } 
figs that. he hath commirted are 
_ rather 


(34 | 
| rather afts of weakneſs, and ſur- 

| Prize, then effects of an old has. 
bit, if in che committing of them] 
-he perceives combates in his heart 
on the part of Grace, 2ad by the | 
prin-iples of Piety. it the victory | 
of the fleſh laſts nor long , but. 
gives place to a fincere Repen- 
tance, if to the meaſure that his 
infirmities have prevailed in one | 
Point, the other parts of Picty and } 
Sanity have preſerved them='| 
' lelves; we may reaſonably con- | 
 Clude; thathis Regeneration isnot |} 
vain, and chymerical , bur he may 
+ draw from thence motives of con- } 
| ſolationand hope;, and be perſwa- | 
ded thar God loves him, and that 
 Hewill not abagdon him, 
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CHAP, 111, 
The jecond Rule for this Exami- 


aation, to take atrue account of 
his own Virtue, 


] Say then in the Second place 
that to diſcharge a Man's ſelf 


well of this duty, he muſt Exa- _ 
mine his own- probity , which. 
{ -confifts, as all the Wor Id knows 


in theſe two points, to abſtain 
from evil, and to do 200d. or as 
the Scripture ſpeaks, To be dead 
 nnto fin,andiive unto riehteouſneſs. 


And upon this ſubject we may Y 


almoſt ſee , methinks, the Cha- 


'raers of a Man truly Regene- | 
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The fiſt is, when he tbſtziand 
from ſin, and does g00d works, 3 

not by any inclination, which his. 
_- natural temper oives him, nor | 


© F 
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y 
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by the force of ſome habitudes 


_ of. God, out of a defire to ©6- | 
. bey, andpleafe him, This Cha. 
_ racer is worthy ol great con{ide-. 
ration, for it is that which diſtin» - 
_ Suiſhes' a. Moral.,, Cityil Vertue, 
' fromChriſtian Vertue, We can- - 
= not deny but there hath been, | 
and. that there are yet to this day-J 


and in the bottom have not true } 
E- Regeneration; who yet ſuffer not: 
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which he hath long contracted, |. , 
nor by humane conſiderations ta- ] 
ken from -his own intereſt, and 

his own honour, nor by the force | 
of his reaſon which tells. him that Þ + 
evil is evi, and good is good, but | . 
by the conſiderations ot the fear F* 


almoſt an infinite nnmber of Men, 
which belong not to Jeſus Clvift, } 


themſelves but to live very- mo= 


rally. How. many people wete. | 


there in the thick darkneſs of Pa- 
— aniſm. 
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j. g2aniſm, whoſe manners, if we 
well confider them, would make 
I us aſhamed, if they were compa- 
red with ours? How many alſo 
{ are there in our Age, amongſt 
| thoſe that we call Men of the 
| World, who live and behave 
.Shemſelves in a very honeſt man- 
- ner, who are courteous, juſt, ac- 
| ceſſible, who wrong no Body, but 
| on the contrary (eek occaſions to 
oblige? Bur it is certain, that aſl 
the Vertue of this people, how 
fair ſoever it appears in the Eyes 

| of Men, is nothing elſe but a falſe 
Image, becauſe 1t proceeds not 
from any good principles : They 
have a horror of Injuſtice, Vio- {þ 
lence, Thefr, Adultery,and other | 
- Crimes of that niture , becauſe 1 
| a ves temper will not bear 3 
te one | 
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_ others abſtain from them, becauſe | 
that the fimple lighr of Reaſon, |. 
or that of Philoſophical Wiſdom : 

makes them ſee, that there isa ? 


ſtrainus, which is, that theſe fins 


are an 2bominition to-God, atd 


that thoſe who commit thin can 


never be agreeable to him, 
I fay the ſame thi ne of good 


| works : The people of chis Would 
| who have no part in Regenera-, 
- tion, my yet: do the ſame kind þ 
F In appea: ance, as thoſe'of good J. 
| Chriſtians; they may pardon in- | 
; juries, conſolethe afflicted ; ſuc- | 
| ..._cour 


diſorder and indignity in theſe | 
ſort of ations; leſs honeſt means ? 
do eſtrange 'others from theſe vi- | 
on; becauſe that their intereſt, 0fig 
their love '0f vain-glory reſiſts - 1 
them, But there is none who 

abſtains: npon that true and efſen- 
| tial reaſon which ought ro re- 
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CT. 
- Cour the oppreſſed, give Alms to 
- the Poor, they may be Chaſt,So- 
ber, Juſt, Vigilant, Gracious, in 
that marner, that it we judge ac-" 
cording to outward appearance, 
we cannot make any difference 
between them and the true Chil- 
\ dren of God, So that it concerns |} 
us vely much to know thata true | 
Chriſtian forbears not evil things, | 
nor performs good works by theſe 
principles only which I have 
mentioned , or any others like |} 
them - Bur out of a defite tro do 
_ the will of God, and to procure | 
his bleſſing upon us, and to eſcape 
his wiath, Tt imports us thento } 
know that this is the on'y thing : 
In which the Sou} of true ve:tue 4 
| confiſts , which muſt be an obe- 
$ Silence not fimply to the/Law of 
. Nature, but to the Law of the 
Lord of Nature, an obedience not 
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Out of Conſtraint, but. of Love, | 
nor ſimply to pleaſe our ſelves, Þ 
| and to have nothing te reproach | 
our ſelves with, but to pleaſe God, | 
| "and to glorifie him as much as-it j 
| Is poflibleforus, This the Scrip- | 
ture teacheth us, when ir-calls 
holineſs and good works a fetvice -; 
which werender unto God, Ler | 
#8 have grace (ſaith the 
He.12. Apoſtle ) by which we} 
may ſerve God, That we | 
Lak. 1.95, May ſerve him in righte- | 
ouſneſs and holineſs ail the | 
days of our life., faith 
Zacharias: When it calls them } 
a life to God; Ye are dead,laith | 
the Apoſtle, unto ſin, but} 
| Row.6, alive unto God, through! 
b>  Feſus Chriff : A ſervis; 
F tude to Gody Te are made free 
( faith the ſame Apoſtle) from 
fin, aud become ſervants unto 60 [| 
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cure  £ MO! 
A facrifice to God 3 I beſeech 50u 
' by themercies of God, that _. 
3 you preſent you Body a Rom.12 
| Itving ſacrifice, holy, ac _ 
ceptable to God, which is your rea- 
ſonable ſervice. 
| We muſt then found our ſelves 
upon this point, and endeavour 
to penetrate our hearts ſuthcient- 
ly, to try if we can diſcover that 
- motive which 1s inſeparable from 
true ſanRification, For if we pers 
 ceive that the thoughts of God 
enters into the good that we-dog 
and that it is this principally 
which turns us away from evil, * 
and which puts us upon good 
works; this is a certain mark of - 
the truth of our Faith. But on 1 
the contrary, if we find not theſe 4 
motives, the-Indication muſt be * 
very ll. = : I 
The ſecond Charater is, That * * 
C en 2 
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a good Man, what ever ſtruglings' 
he hath had'in refraining from | 
evil, and doing good, whatever 
temptations he hath reſiſted, 
which would have carried him | 
another way, as we cannot doubt, | 
but that he will have ſuch very] 
often; if that after having obtain- 
ed a victory over himſclf, he} 
perceives a great joy that he hath} 
takenthe good part, and that thigh 
Joy fails not to have its reſpect tof 
God, and to be grounded uponf 
this , that he hath eſcaped theſe} 
dangerous occaſions of finning$ 
. againſt him, or that he hath dong 
things that may be agreeable ra}. 
him. . It is otherwiſe-with a Man 
who 1s not in a ſtate of RegeneP 
74 ration, when he reframs from evil | 
FB - or doth good , he' finds in himyh 
-F felf motives conformable to thi 
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principles by which -he is led 3 
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he hath followed his temper , or 
| the force of an habitude, ,he per-. 
ceives neither joy nor grief, he 
looks upon what he hath done 
with a kind of indifference « 1t he | 
hath been a@uated by a principle 
of hypocriſie, or intereſt, or amy 
bition , | or vain-glory , and that. 
| the ſucceſs hath anſwered to his 
deſign, the joy which he hath is 
wholly of the ſame nature with 
his pafſion ; that isto ſay, world- 
ly, carnal, earthly, and ſuch as 
God hath no part in. If hehath 
ated'only out of fear of puniſh- : 
Y ment, he hath indeed a joy that 4 
ST he bath not drawn miſchief upon . 
S bimſclf, but he hath at the ſame. 
Þ time a regret for not having done 
& that which he defired, if fear had Y 
SF not rceſtramed him. However * 
;& there is ' nd unregenerated Man } 
* who is ſenſible of that {wa ang Þ 
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, ward Joy, which 1s grounded | 


|. | upon having done ones duty to- | 
||] wards God, and being affared of ; 
it Dis approbation, There are none | 

{| but the faithful who are capable 
'j of this; but as they never fail to | 
have aſenſe of it, eſpecially when * 

| they have had the pain of overs ; 

| coming themſelves, and reſiſting} 

Z | the power of temptation 3 this| 

Z CharaRer ſeems one-of the moſt | 


ſure and infallible , and ought: 
not to be lightly paſſed over. } 

We muſt not alſo negle& az 
third difference, which Aiffingai- 
ſhes the faichful from the unrege-* 
nerate; to wit, That the life ot; 
theſe laſt never conſiſts ofan units 
yerſal Righteouſneſs, | You may 
SE. find in them certain fins,” and cer4 
-F + tain moral vertuess But mn by; 
| | Game meaſure that you ſee them ex 
*OM one, two, three, ol : 
foul 
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: four vices, if you examine well 
* you will find them entangled in 
-- many others; , and in the ſame 
'# meaſure that you find them ſhine 
” 1n ſome good works of one kind, 
you will ſee them fail in many 0- 
z thers. Thereaſon of this 1s, that 
+ When a man 1s not regenerated 
# bythe power of grace, he cati ne« 
| ver forbear ſin, nor do good but 
.. by particular principles, which 
"> Never extend to all ſorts of ſins, 
; nor to all ſorts of vertue - For ex- 
+ ample, The force of Conſtituti- 
- on may reſtrain a Man from thie- | 
. very, or drunkenneſs, or from © 
+ rage and tranſports of paſſions it 
,& may carry him to courteouſ. | 
.-zanz(s, tochaſtity and ſobriety : In- 4 
het and vain-glory may iriter- '$ 
Ox It him ſuch or ſuch evil ations,” 


and command ſuch or ſuch good | 


aj{0Ne5s, But neither natural Tem | 
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[ || per, nor Intereſt, nor Ambition, 
|} nor Education, nor Example, nor 
Precepts of Philoſophy, nor any 
} ſuch like principles can ever be : 
| able todraw a Man from all ſorts + 
| of vices, and inſpire him with all - 
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| ſorts ofvertues. Thereis nothing. ; 
| but heavenly grace, and the Re-' ;. 
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'#  ligion of Jeſus Chriſt, which | 


# || caneffethis ; theſe only change þ 
j} a Man with a general change, : 
F ;| theſe only transform him, and |. 


make him anew Creature, This; 
15 the realon why the- Men | 
i& this World may have a ſhadow, þ 
# |: and Image of ſome particular vir- | 
| . tue, but they cannot have ſo much þ 
 F as an appearance *ofan univerſal | 

LIE Righteouſneſs. = 
FE It is otherwiſe with the truly 
FF" faithful, The fear of God and his'F 
FE 1ove, the defire of obeying, _—y 
ff ſerving , and pong him , 
prin-j i 
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- principles which regenerate the 
- Whole heart, and baniſh from it 
* all forts of fins , which eltabliſh 
therea righteouſneſs, and holineſs 
in all reſpe&s, I confeſsthete re- . 
mains {til] much imperfeCion, for 
I Who can ſay, 1 have made 
+, Pro.20.: my heart clean, I an 
p- pure from my ſin, But 
; this 1s becauſe that the holineſs. 
being ſpread throughout, the 1me 
perfeion of the ſame allo is 
/ ſpread throughout, and not that 1 
þ holine( poſlefles one place, and * ; 
-þ iniquity another, It 1s not as1n _.. | 
'F our natural day, where the light 4 
+ and the darkneſs are ſeparate 5 
i but 1t1sas in the morning , when ; 
: though the light is prxdominant, 
& yet 1t 1s mingled with darkneſs, 
© This 1s a holineſs which is com- - 
F, pleat and entire, in regard of its ? 
27 parts, all the vertnes which ought | 
'F OT NM. 
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| |} 0 compoſe it are chere,. and all - 
[| the vices which deſtroy it are A. - 
[iff fed away: - But yet all the ver. 
tues are infirm and languiſhing, :; 
$| and all the vices are not utterly * 
#|- rooted our, That. hinders not. 
|| Aevertheleſs , but that it is true, [ 
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that a "Civiſtian - Regeneration , 
c k 2ives an univerſal inclination to : 
# good, and a general averſion to * 
all evil ; yet this inclination , and - 4 
Ml This  aVeriton are Not 1n the high. } 
C jj Ei Gegree 67 incir perfetion, It». 
| is almoſt with the new Man in | 
v9 grace, as it is witha young Child 4 
W 31 nature , he bath all «flential ;| 
TW i& parts which ought to compoſe ; E 
| I him, a Body, and a Soul, a Body: ;} 
| b Furniſhed "hh all its different | 
Organs , botn inward and outs 
Eward, a "Sou! endued with all its: i 
I: A but yet all this but 
| | weak, and far ſhort of what 1 it wo bl 
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be at the age of Manhood. 


To tnake then a juſt Examina- 
tion of*our ſelves, we muſt con- 

| fider upon this point, and ſee if 
we find in our ſelves, this univer- 
fal righteouſneſs. This general ' 
inclination to all forts -of good 
works, - and this averſion to all _ 
{' ſortsof vices. For if in the courſe. - 
+ of ourlife we diſcover ſome ha- 
- - bitudes ofevil, fo that our vices 
and our vertues go together, and : 
make twoequal lines, this 1s a Cer- .. 

| tain mark, that there 4s no true. 
Regeneration in us. | 
F A fourth Charafter of this trueui 
i Regeneration is humility 1n the 4 
& . Practice of vertue, andin thefor- :; 
F laking of: vice.- Indeed a Mang 
who. 1s not- Regenerat , but byts 
force of ſome of thoſe principley 
| which. we. have. alrcady noted, ': 
* . lives. morally: well., . fails not. to; 
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[| | become conceitedand proud, out + 
þ| of a ſenſe of his honeſty, For as { 
Fi this is ſelf-love, and not the fear : - * 
| #1 of God which reigns in his heart, | 
| Þ] and by neceſlary conſequence, all -*; 
|} the good that 1s ſeen in them+ | 
| || muſt relate to his own glory, and . | 
| || that he doth it upon the account 


|| of eſteem, or as the Prophet 
|| ſpeaks , that be offers [--enſe ro. 

| 1þ| bis own Net, and Sacrifices to his 
# | 02972 Drag. But on the contrary, - -| 
S KM as it is- the love of God that. 

| MW reigns in the heart of the faithful, 
J and that he regards that always | 
s his Jaſt end, or as his principal | 
F otjcs It Is impeſſible bur all that | 
& he ſees good in himſelf ſhould: re. - |} 
found to the glory of God, and. :] 
gh nat he ſhould eſteem biiaſelf ob=. } 
viged for it , as for a received | 
: |þ F orace. In the ſentiment then of. 

; is beſt a{tions, he muſt .remaim. 

K | humble, . F | 


becauſe the more good works he 
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humble, whatever joy he hath ; 


doth, the nearer he 1s to God, 

and by conſequence is the more 
dazled on all fides, by th- laſtre 
of his Majeity, The more good 
he doth , the more he thinks. of! 
God, and the more he thinks of 
him, the more he compares bim- 
ſelf with him, and in this compa- 
riſon knows himſelf to be duſt } 
and aſhes. When David. ſaid in | 
the ſecond Pſalm, Serve the Lord _ 
with fear , and rejoice before Bins 
with trembling; he had not a de- - 
{gn to inſpire us with a fright a 
and terrour, for they are not con- } 
ſiſtent with joy ; for they are ap- j 
ter to make us fly from the pre-# 
lence of God, than to draw near 
to ſerve him, He only therefore 
would ingulcat to us that humi-. } 
Ity, which reſiſts not Joy, bur i .: 
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[|| the , inſeparable Companion of - 

'Þ *J good works of the Paith- 
| fu 

I In fine, The fifth Charadter - - 

[| that muſt be obſerved upon this . | 

| if ſubjeQ is, That a true Chriſtian .* 


n | never doth good works, or turns 


away. from the occafions of fin, '$ 


 # but there remains with him conti- _ 


| | nually an. ardent deſire togo fur- -} 
_ # ther, and advance himſelf more |} 


# © in. the ways of, holineſs, The | 
| & reaſon proceeds from this Faith-.: 


ful Man s finding ſigns and teſti- . 
\monies of his Election and Come 'Y 


union with Jeſus Chriſt 1n, the F 


Foood works. that he performs: 
_ on the contrary » his. confi- . | 
ENCE 1n_ this reſpeR 1s troubled | 


7! the ſins hecommits.. Andthis | 


= Koduceth; in him, uponthe conſis. F 
| | \_ *earpany of: his, good .-- 


© works that ry ares and Pet, . 
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{ the Scripture mentions - That 
4 peace of God which pa)- - 

| ſeth all underſtanding. Phil. 4. 
{ 'Tisthatreſt, that aſſu- | 
{ rance which made David cry out; | 
J The Lord is my Light and 
& my Salvation, this Pfal 27: 
'F foal [fear? The Lord is the - 

& 5/rength of my life, of, whom then 
"| fball 1 be afraid,” And itis that 
'F allo which produces the defire 
-# that I have ſpoke of, - of eſtabliſh-- 
F thine” in all good, for he 
BM ſooks upon his good works as the 
MF pledges of the Love that .GOD. | 
F bears to himgand asthe foundations 4 
F of that great : hope which he hath, 
From whence it follows, that he - 4 

endeavours continually to make $3 
a progreſs in his SanQity , that* q 
ſince according. to the meaſure"? 

F that his holineſs advanceth, the - 
2 fenle of. his Becion, and of f his. 
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Communion with Jeſus Chriſt 
his Saviour advancesalſo, and his . 
hope confirms it ſelf more and |: 
| more, whereas by his {ins the firſt { 
| of theſe 1s very much troubled,.- 
|| and the fecond much ſhaken, 
'| Again the more he advances 
12 Piety, the more he perſwades - | 
| himſelf that he hath perform. | 
| ed his duty, and that he is] 
| acceptable to God ; by reaſon of ' 
# 1 which, the good works that he ! 
S & doth are a ſpur to him, and an . | 

| 


- encouragement to proceed, That 
, 


, which we fay in diſgrace of a * 
keovetous Man, that he 1s never þ 
| content with what he hath, that; * 

| & he 15 always deſiring morez +We -\ 


\ 


6 


Bmay ſay in the-praiſe of a good } 
man, who makes himſclfa trealure ;; 


Fof his good ations, he never faith ' 4 
| IF it. is enough, he unceſſantly wiſh-  ; 
| Es to encreaſe the number of 7 | 
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[them, upon which account Jeſus 
Wu briſt attributes to him an hunger 
| anda thirſt 3 Blefed(faith 
{ are they that hunger Matths5. 
and thirſt after Rigt. teomſ- | 
Lge. 
| [tis not ſo with an unregene- 
 trate Man, for when he ſhall do 
{ſme works morally good , el-_ 
'[ther by the force of his temper, 
or by a principle of hypocrifie 
! andintereſt, he perceives no fuch.. 
| ardent delire in himſclf to ad- 
| vance in this holineſs, which we 
{ ſpeak of, The aQions which come : 
{ from the Temper ofa Man being +. 
| not with them, that keen zeal 
\ which excite him to 20 on, and © { 


4 much leſs thoſe which proceed # 
4 from hypocrifie or intereſt, I} 
4 confefs that thoſe who do good : 1 
| : for the eſteem that thkey-have of - ? 
7 (890d K felf', may be ſenſible! of.. 

- ſome- 
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ſomething which comes near this 
. defire which we haye in hand ; 
' but that will never be a deſire bs , 
pleaſe God , and to be agreeable 
to him, it will only be a defire 
to do nothing which may dero- , 
gate from right-and natural equis | 
ty. Now 1t 1s true, that in Men - 
whom God hath not yet Regene- - 
rated, that deſire cannot be ex=-| 
treamly quick and lively. - Howe :: 
ever honeſt and-clear their ſenti.. | 
| mentsare, they cannot equal that [ 
* Which a good Man hath, to ac- 
'& quire more and more the favour 
| FF-and grace of his God. ; 
| We muſt then make uſe of this 
Wk means alſo, if we would proceed þ 
* 3 Þ 3s we. ought 1n- the Examination # 
"DE &-of our ſelves, and muſt joyn with & 
3 3 F the others, that which I have pro: 
| |} poſed in; this-third Rule.” - They# 
_ areal of a natural and cafie- ule; 


} Wm 


HS) 
and I am perſwaded, if we would 


execute them well , we might 

make a certain judgement upon 
] our ſelves: For as on the one 

4- fide every one may know eaſily, 

3 1fm the good that he doth, he 

hath a regard to God, and. his 

own Conſcience, it after he hath 
'4 determined to do it, he perceives 
'} a joy for having taken the good 
4 part, if he perceives in: his heart 
3 ageneral inclination to this good, 
-' andagenera] averſion toall which- 
4 15called fin, 1f his good works are 
6 il accompanied with humility and-. 
Þ debaſement before God, if to that «- 
x meaſure that he hath done good, 

' he perceives a defire in himſelf to. 
| do more, he haththen another ſo- 4 e 
> lid and certain ground. to con- | 
_ clude from all this, the truth of 
v3 his faith, and the ſincerity. of his 


T ; converſion, ; 
3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
The third Rule. To take a true mea* | 


i x 


ſare of ones ſulf in the at rofere 1} 


” particalar werine. 


T Owever, certain the Rule 

| | is that 1 come from pon 14 

© | | ing down in the precedent Chape | 
| 


|, ter, but wemuſt not reſt sf | | 
The matter in agitation is fo ne- + 
bi} cxflaryand important, for the reſt 
| [11 and Ks of our Conſcience, that, x | 
' we cannot acquit our ſelves too - 
"W-Exactly therein. Mcthinks then | | 
[( that it is good to Examine ones - 
{lf particularly upon the proper | . 
Bacts of every vertue. , For it is |} 
N d ; poſſible that A ſimple moral -. 
Fvertue, or a falſe Re generation, Þ 
| or 6mple Diſpoſitions towards & 
| Converſion, ſhould avail in the -} 
ex- |} 


| | 
| 
| | 
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! exciſe of particular vertues, or 
| ad fo like the produCts of true Pie- 
ty, that there ſhould be no poſhble 
means of diſcerning the one from 
the others T : 
'F To give then ſome direction 
} upon this ſubje#, I ſay f:rſt, that 
| the proper and efjential marks 
| ofa true Faith , areto love the 
f reading of the Word of God, to 
| frequent the Aſſemblies where 1t 
is Preached, toſearch thoſe Buoks _ 
£ which give us intelligence, to | 
F have a curiofity towards the thy- } 
'F lteries of Salvation , to make a |; 
& particular application to your 4 
#. ſelf as you apprehend them, and * 
& meditate upon them, to be touch - | 
& edin general with all the Divine -$ 
& perfections that appear in thoſe 
|S my [ter 1Cs 3 and chie fly n thoſe * 
© three, of his infinite Majeſty, his | 
+ perfe& holineſs, .and unſpeak- - |} 
ow os able * | 


& 4, ———_ 


T & ) 
able love to us. For theſe three 
things faith chooſes out above all | 
the reſt of the Attributes of God, 
to meditate upon, becauſe they | 
molt touch our hearts, and our * 
hearts cannot betray and deceive } 
[i themſelves upon this ſubje@. 

[{j Concerning doubts which are 
Ti as the weakneſs and ſickneſs of | 
| | faith, which are common to true | 
F | | believers, and thoſe that aretem- 


porary believers, that is, ſuch |} 
Li whoſe faith endures but for a } 
"FE time. Butthere is this difference: | 
1 between them, that in an unre-:# 
kccocrate Man, who is one of} 
| | | F thoſe temporary believers, the 
KR. doubts are hearkened to, and re- Þþ 
a ccived with ſome fort of joy, but 
Bina true believer they never a- |} 
5 Tic Without cauſing a kind of 4 
f grief 3 becauſe, the love which F 
+ we bear to God, cannot ſuffer bis / 
truth I 


Aid 
truth to be combated with any 
appearances that ſeem to over- 
throw it. Falſe believers feel no» 
thing of this, no loving God e- | 
nough to be thus concerned for 
his glory, A true believer ſeeks 
inſtantly to fatisfie himſelf in all 
his doubts, they cannot dwell 
long with him , and when hes 
ſatisfled, he receives aſecret joy. 
A falſe believer ſcarce feels that || 
| joy, or is very glad of remaining | 
$- in his doubts, that he may ever 
leave the carnal part in Arms to 
refiſt grace , not being willing ] 
that the Spirit of the World which :. ; 
15.11 him, (hould be entirely with-- \ 


. 
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Out defence, or if he gets out of _ 
S theſe doubrs by ſome enquiries in- | 
K to theſe truths, he cannot ſee this 5 
& triumph of truth, withour ſome I 
Þ ſort of diſpleaſure and mortifica- : 
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' As t to the acts of hope , they ! 
may be common to a true and. } 
falſe believer, for there is nothing : 
upon which men flatter them- 
# ſclves fo cafily as upon this: But : 
| yet one may remark theſe diſfe- 
rences between them 2: The one [ 
1s, that the obje& of the hope of } 
a falſe believer, 1s principally his } 
own happineſs, without regard 
Fi} tothe principle, from whom he þ 
F|f_ expedsit. Whereas the true be- | 
; liever on the -other ſide , much | 
more regards the' ineffable Love. 
of God, which ke: expedts one 
...day from his tiope, rather then } 
> the other advantages which can } 
* happen unto bim « And the rea-} 
k ſon-isbecaule a falſe believer, and ! 
F an halfRegenerate Man hath a6 Þ 
F love for his firſt Principle, and J 
intereſt for his laſt End, hecon-'M 
- Liders himſelf more then Gol 
but'F 
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© but a true Believer loves God a- 
bove all things , from whence it 
proceeds that an unbeliever is al. 
moſt totally fixxa upon his own 
intereſt 3, -and from whence ever 
his felicity comes, he conſiders 1t 
not, if he be happy, it is all he 
defiress But a true Chriſtian e- 
ſtabliſhes himſelf principally upon 
E bis ſentiment of the love of God | 
F. towards him , and is raviſhed by © ' 
fird og himſelf ir his favour, and 
E being in the grace of his good Fa® | 
Þ ther, valuing that at a far great- | 
Þ er rate then all the advantages |} 
& and proſperities that can come -.; 
+ :; Jn. 4h 
& Beſides an unbeliever that hath 
Þ Þut yetreceived ſome diſpoſitions 
TK towards a Converfion , *and not - & 
WM the form of true piety, feels him- * 
W ſelf chiefly concerned with that 3? 
Þ ſhare of hope which gives him a } 
"| "_ 


- 


I 
8 4 


/- Td "" 
proſpect of being exempted Kom 
all manner of miſeries, and an 
enjoyment of a thouſand 3 Jays, 4 
and a thouſand benefits, but in 
regard of a full Sandtification,and{ 
an intire abolition of Vices, he: 
hath but ſmall concernment. 
Whereas a true Chriſtian finds} 

himſelf, though concerned indeed} 

by a thirſt of his happineſs, yetY 

incomparably more upon the ac- 

count of Grace. The cauſe off 

this difference is, that in the half 
| Converſion of the Unbelievery 
| fin till remains Maſter of the 

I - powers of his heart, and is only 

= withltood by ſclf-love, whici 

& fears the eas of fin, an 

d hath therefore no averſion to tin 

© but what ariſes from that fea 

KF But a true Chriſtian hath cor : 
' ceived a real averfion againſt if 
$5 ſelf, and Watches and bghts 


gail 


CF - 
einſt ir, not only in the Idea of 
its ill conſequences, but the pro- 
per Idea of its miſchief, as the | 
oreateſt Fnemy of Man's Excel»  . 
lency, and fo abominable, thar it 
muit naturally be the obje& of 
- God's hate. When then 2n un- 
regene;ate Man hopes, he 1s tranſ(- 
| Poited to ſee that happy day, 
F. which ſhail deliver him frcm all 
# the punithments due to his fig, 
$ and pur him in poſſeſhon of a Ces 
F 1<fttal Life, and ;*mmourtality, Bur 
* atrue Believer goes turther , he 
* is raviſhed with the thoughts of .. 
IE that hapoy day, which ſhall dew & 
W ver him fully from fin it ſelf, } 
W which is as a load and burthen that 


: 


W prefles him down, and as a Diſ= ? 
} ale of which he ardently defizes 4 
oz Cue, ee q 
y - I come to Charity 1 Every one 
W<L0Ws hat it hath two Objeas, 
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God and our Neighbour. Ang! 
for that which reſpets God, we 
cannot in my opinion deny, bur | 
a temporal Believer, char is to ſay, | 
'a Man of the number of thoie! 
whom Jeſus Chriſt. deſcribes in" 
the parable of the ſower, who! 
believe not, but for a ſeaſon, may; 
ſometimes have ſome light ſenti-' 
ments of love to God ;z but they' 
are very different from thoſe 
which a tree regenerate Man hath, f 
As the fiſt eyer loves himſel 
more then God, all that he per 


'$ 
Tv 
x 
y 


 _ ceives ©: love to God, conſiſts inf 
= nothing but ſome a&s of acknowj 
= lcdgement, for the things he hop 
Sit for, and theſe motions are ne 
ther very lively nor very deep 
for a Sou] fyhich is not yet trul 
Conyerted, is always ungratetul 
But a true Belic yer perceiy: $ /: in 
*(elt infinitely obliged to his Go 
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not only for the good things he | 
hath received,and tor thoſe which - 
be hopes for, but principaHy be- 
caufe God hath loved him out of 
pure mercy , without his having 
any manner of metit in- him, and 
when he was alcogether worthy of 
his hatred, 

Again he loves God with that, 
love which they cail aloye of re- | 
ſpe, and eſteem, Mich is foun- 
ded upon the ineffable perte&tions 
of the Divinity, which renders 
it infinitely worthy of the love 
of all Creatures: He loves him : 
with a love of defiie, which is 
S that which David hath ſo well” ; 
W expreſſed in the 42 Pſalm, As the | 
Hart panteth after the Water- + 


bro ks,ſo longeth my Soul after thee * 


oO God; my voul is athirit for God; 


yea, ever forthe living God, when * 


T 6 ;3 ST” | 
preſece of God, He loves him © 
| with aloveot pioximity, and re- 
8 | . lation, confideiing him as his 
| Creator, his Receemer, and his 
| Father - Tn fine, he loves him with 
| that which we cal: aloye of ſer- . 
IF. \} vice, for he wou!d bring all kis 
th | life, all his thoughts, his words: 
| | and aQions to the olory of God, - 
as the laſt ead, which he oughe 7 
to have always before his Eyes, þ 

T his true and ſolid love which: þ 

the faichjul Chriſtian hatch tor} 
God diſcovers it (elf, ptincipally'} 
itt in thoſe occaſions where then 
 nme of God. or his Son Jeſus. 
T Chil is either glorified or diſ- 
> honoured by others, For atluc þ 
E conjunures, an un egenera x . 
- Man will be lure ro have regard 
= tothe lorereſt; that he may ma rec 
FR - in the actions of others, and it he al 
| gf} ling himlelt congeraes in _ o 
* FI _ tony C 


wy <2. 
.. Pg 


| intereſt of God, "Tis 2 Charg- | | 


Fe) 
ſon, or imzgines he may receive 
a prejudice from it, he will have 
a vexation and diſpleaſure , al. | 
thouzh they honour God, and if 
they do d:iſhonour God , he will 
hive joy it he find advantage to 
himſelt by it, For as I have of. 
tea repeated before Self-love rules, 
and reigns in an heait that 1s not 
yet tiuly Converted. —M 

-A tcye Believer on the contra- 
ry, never ſees any aRions wherein 
God is in the leaſt manner glorifi- 


ed without joy ; nor ſees others 


ever diſhonour him, without ha. | 
ving a {enfible diſpleaſure, whe- 7 
ther they make to his own Pete _ 
ſonal intereſt, or not, he is not { 
mach concerned, but 'always finds -; 
himtelt ſufficiently ſatisfied in the 1 


Aer which we ſee in the Charity | 
ot St, Pavl, wizen he was in'4thens . © 
D 3 he 
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| || he ſaw in that City a number of . 
(||| reisning Superſtitions, the Hiſto= « 
S| ry obſerves , that his Spirit was | 
"| exiſperated at the view of thoſe 
Þ | falſe devotions, which neverthes+ 
leſs did not perſonal! y offend 
Fi him, And on the othet fide he - 
| aw many ſtirred up with jealou- ; 
I; fie againſt him, who preached the : 
Goſpe! out of 2 principle of Yain- *' 
glory; whatſoever perſonal inte-' . 
reſt he had avainſt the aQtion of | 
..4 thoſe perſons, who ſeemed to take | 
(Bt 2 part of the honour of his Apo- "| 
Sit ftlcſhip from him, yet he was joy- | 
A fu! co ſee that the Goſpel never- . | 
FRI cheleſs was preached, Some indeed, | 
' lays he. preach Chriſt e-; 
| 3 "IRO0Ps ven of envy and ſtrife, | 
= and [ome alſo of good will, þ 
F3. one preach obs of contens 1 1 
* £j0n, net ſincerely, ſuppoſing to add } 
Y piers my bonds, But the other ,| | 
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of love ,, knowing that 1 am ſet fir 
the defence of the Goſpel, What 
then? notwith#anding every way , 
whether in pretence , or in irath, 
Chriſt is preached ;, and 1 herein do 
re;ouce,yea, end will rejoyce, 
. As tothe ſecond obje of Cha- 
* - rity, which is our Neighbour, I 
contels that Juſtice, Temperance, 
Mildne's, Compaſhon, are moral 
Vertues, that may be found in 
untegenerate Perſons, The ſame 
dift:ntions which we give to 
thole St, Pani calls the Houſhold 
0! Faith, falſeReligions have al- ,,; 
F fo; a Pagan indiſputably ſhall * 
'} : more loye a Pagan; and a Ma- {' 
'F homeran a Mahometan, then one {1 
of another Religion, for bare con- # 
formity of manners and opinions, A 
makes that eftet, Nevertheleſs |} 
It 15 certain that true Piety in this | 
_ very inſtance. hath ſomething 
D 4 more j 
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y 
| more peculiar whereby it may be 7 
ok It loves all Men 1n ve: I 
neral, becauſe rhe Tmage of God t 
is in them, which Princpaly | 
makes them amiable: 2. The - 
|| more it ſees of that Image, and : 
|}; reſemblance in them, the more : 
J | it loves 'uch perſons, One.mark * 
\j; Of aReligious Man, 1s to Jove. 
| Religious perſons, to ſeek ont an. 
| acquaintance , and have a famili= | 
i arity with them, m to be reacy '| 
'! | | | fo ſerve them, True Piety,'v} 
| ar to ſpeak fully Mis perfon, | 
| i A Religious Man may be ſubjet-{} 
=o preſent reſentments, and ſ{ud- | 
li; [den anger, and tranſports, -but ! } 
& they will not laſt long : tor 'Cha- 1 
rity will return, and conquer thoſe" 
Frailties, and therefore it is the - J 
worſt fizn, chat we can diſcover 
T8. F ina Man, to ſee him have a Soul ' 
FEE eat continues long. 1 an implas 
11% cable... 
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cable hatred and reſeatment ; 2nd 
on the contrary, one of the Cre 
raineſt and beſt ſions is, tobe 1n- 
clinable to parden, and ready to 
toreive, Bur th's frailty , muſt 
not proceed from ſtupicity , AOL 
lightneſs of Spirit, it ought to - 
be accompanied with a juſt ſenſe - 
of the injury we have received, 
and proceed from a deſire to do 
our duty , and from an imitation 
of God, who daily pardons us 1n- | 
finite ſins, = 
A fourth vertue about which ; 
it is good to examine ones {elf, ? 
s prayer, Not but that falſe ; 
and unfincere Chriſtians may pray | 
to God, and they m:g7 pray ſome-'1 
times with more ardour and; 
tranſport, then thoſe that are tty=-! 
ly pious, But commonly_ their | 
prayers are for Temporal inte- | 
reſts, They are not much fixed | 
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| | Upon the chiss firſt Petitions of | 
[|| | the Lord's-Prayer., Hallowed be ] 
Il! 69 Name, Thy K ingdom come,Thy | 
will be done in Barth as it is 4 by 
Heaven, Neither have they any 
great zeal in begging of God the /; 
grace of his holy Spirit, nor ever | 
teel that ſecret | joy, which ſprin2s + 
from the approaches unto Gol, - 
nor that ſweet confidence which , 
we have in'h's goodneſs, It is | 
otherwiſe with a Man that is tru- | 
BE ly holy , In his prayers he will | 

it never omit recommending n | 

W Temporal condition to God, et | 
= with aa cntire ſubmiſſion to the| 

Wh order . of his providence.: But} 
| principally he will be ſure to ask, þ 
-of .him thoſe. things which his'f 
F Picty makes him. wiſh for, vis." 
| The £lory.of God, and his own. 
"6 SanRification. His prayer aftety: 
$ | wards is oiuary ended with-4 a, 


'NAQIY 


PAY 
= . T O 
- " « * - -— «4 
4 A” ns 7 
— mY .—-". 4 
® - «I %. Mo. I p 


(75 3 


holy joy , and an abſolnte confi- | 
dence of the goodneſs of God, 
as we {ce 1n many 0 thre Palms, ; 
where aſter having begun with | 
ſad complaints, and 'languiſhing - 
expreſſions, they end with acmi- 
rable aſſurances, and periect re- 
eſtabliſhments of joy, as you may 
ſee in the 6,13, 22, 3!, and 42; 
Pſalms, - 
 Tconclude this Chapter then, 
ſaying, That if you would nave. 
tie piofic Þ deſigned” it for, you 
 muf? not be content with the bare 
reading , it over, but yon muſty 
meditate al the parts of it, well 
comprehending its {enſe and ſub- 
ſtagce > pen”"trating all the Prins! 
Ciples therein, Bur above 2] ig! 
5s neceſſary ro make Application! 
thereof, which reducing it into] 
Practice to your ſelf, by eximi- | 
"nins with all exacinels evely | 
POiRt- 


|| 


point: of it, according to all the 
EXﬀqtent of the direQion which 1 


Tf} have ſet down, I confeſs that to-. 
8 acquit ones ſelf, there will be F 
Fi more time required, then thar.. } 


which is allowed to the more 
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\t common Ads of Devotion : for.. 
|! this cannot be reduced into the 
T8 work of a day, or two, Bur if 
[E welay the work of our Salvation 
'Þ vety ſeriouſly to our hearts, we. 
| $ ſh:ll not repineat thoſe moments... 
SE we employ in the aſſuring our. 
SR ſelves thereof; and if wewere not . 
W abſolutely ftupid , or brutal, we. 
ſhall be heartily glad to undere _ } 

| ſtand our ſelves well, upon a ſub» "7 

| jet that is of greater importance F 
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CHAP: Y,: 
qT he f ourth R ule, T0: conſider O0PEE 
ſelf in the different Conditions. 
that one happens tobein, 


CN Ne of the Principal parts of 
\ J this Examination, is to en= 
deayour the knowing af our (elves 


in the different ſtates and con» 
ditions of our life, in our affiiti- _ 
ons, proſperities, poverties, abun- 
dance , abaſements , elevations, 
fickneſles and health: For theſe { 
| ſtates particularſy our heart diſ- 
covers it (ſelfas it is. | 
A Worldly Man in his pro- } 
Y ſpetity, whatever Moral or Civil ; 
F - Vertue he hath, or whateyet diſ- } 
7 poſition towards Piety, can ſcarce 
torvear forgetting himſelf, and 
talling into a negligence of By: 
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( 78.) 


| ligion and Deyotion, into Pride, | 
© . 1atoa truſting 1n his Riches , into | 
& Luxury, into deſpiſing of his In- | 
feriouts and Equals, in fine , into} 
giving a, free Career to all his: 
paſſions, Self-love which then | 
Reigns over him by the Aattery \ 
| of his good ſucceſſes, and the high : 
| condition he is in, making the ., 
| wholeWorld favourable uaro him, |} 
\F he abandons, and gives himſelf | 
| | wp unto it without all limits or 
S& reſiſtance. But a good Chriſtian | 
mm doth not ſo, for in the affluence } 
= of any Temporal proſperities, he :| 
" Jitts up his heart ftill cowards - 
God , and acknowledges him for. 
' the Author of them, humbling. 
himſelf the more in his ſizhr, tot”! 
E the higher favouts he Teceive 
| from his hand, by the true ſenſ#f 
of his own-unworthinels, he. pre-/.| 
Feryes in that eſtate the ballance., 
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| of juſtice and equity, not abufing 
the advantage that he hath , bur 


'- 


ing overflowed with it, 


(79 ) 


making them ſubſervient to. the 


7 furthering of his ſanRification, 


Temporal proſperity otten ſpoils 
good Men, and caſts them ſome- 
times into a neglect of their, Sal- 
yation. into ingratitude towards 
God, debaucheries, injuſtice, yer 
tt is certain, that it they be truly 


o00d, they keep ſome meaſurein 


theſe exceſſes - Becauſe , if pro- 
ſperiry on the one {ide favour the 


reliques of natural corruption, 


orace '0n the other hand ſuffers 
not it ſelf to be wholly loſt, it.op- 
poſeth the licenciouſneſs of the 
fl:ſh, and hinders them from be- | 
And 3 
there is cyer a tacit reſiſtance, ' 


'} which one may percieve :in the | 


bottom of on+s heart, though at + 


the ſame time it remains in a 


manner 


_ - > * —_ _ 
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il $0) 
| manner ſub2ued, They have al. 
| fo ſome intervals, wherein the ſpi- 
rit returns to himſelf, andthen Þ 
they make reflc ect:on upon the vas . 
nity of the things of t this World | 
and their owa t:ailty, and from | 
theſe reflefions ordinarily 'ariſe ! 
i. the motions of returning to God ' 
' and Repentance, 
| Tr is very important theh for | 
a- Man to examine himſelf well | 
vpon this account, and fee-how. 
he hath governed himſelf in hisÞ 
greateſt proſperiries, how he haths 
received them, and what nary 
| been his. gratitude towards God y 
| what fruit of fanQification hg 
tþ hatch drawn from them, or what 
& abuſes he hath made of them 
"F what combats he hath felt in hif 
S | heart upon *thoſe abuſes, wht 
Fi |. meaſure he hath kept in his eK- 
iT | ceſſes, andwhat fefleRjons atters 
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( 81) : 
wards ke hath made upon him* 
ſelt, and what Repentance hath 
to!!owed, 
3 In the :MiRions of the World 
4. an unregencrite Man uſually lo- 
| ſeth that ! le} joy and -llones 
| that he ha! in the grace of God, | 
þ and eafily perſwades himſelt God 
; loves him not, ſince he hath” 
|} mitted thoſe misfortunes wi ich 
| hath happened to him, _ In this 
| ſtue he "ion y as accord= 
4 ing to his habitndes -or his tem. - 
Þ per ; if that be fiery and impetus. 
J ous, the :MiAion doth bur pro- 
| voke and-enrage him againſt God, 
W it ex1{peraves | "him againſt Men, i 
W he murmurs againſt. Providence, 
he hatches violent retentments, 45 
W he meditates revenges, Bur if | 
his humour be alittle moderater, "" 
Whe turns ro humane means , to... 
Wicck ſome. remedy. for his evil, 
F he. 


( 82) 
| he applies to that only all the 
| light of his prudence; if he be | 
|; fearful, and of a mean ſpirit, he 


| rans into complatats and regrets, | 
F!| and ſeeks his conſolation in Tears 
Tf: and Do'ours, It he be enJued |} 
{| | with principles of P hiloſophy, he 
throws himſelf into a Savage F 
hardnels, and endeayours to faſhi- | 
On himſelf into an indifference, | 
2nd inſenſibiliry both ot 000d | 
and evil. It the principles of the, 
Chriftian' Religion have made. 
any cenfiderable imp:emon upon / ; 
him, he tu'ns kimſelf ro Prayer, ; 
Bur it is barely upon the proſpe&yz 
of being delivered from his :MiRi- 
Ks on, and nor from any tive grief] 
S that he hath for having offendedy 
| God, and to have drawn thoſefW 
S ma! ks of dilgrace upon himielf, 
| fo far is he from aRing with 2 


Nable reſolution to: correct him-: 
felt F 


(83) 
' {elf for the time to come. But 
theſe are not Characters of true 
Piety 2: for a Regenerate perſon 
teeling in his 2fMictions the evil. 
| which prefſes him, looks upon ir 
at firſt as a ſion of the Divine An- 
ger, Which he hath drawn upon 
[Eimſclf Then refleting upon 
# his ſins, and the buſes which he 


| hath thrown upon the favours | 


| that he hath received from Hea- 
| ven, he condemns himſelt and 
conceives ſo pungent a "gg for 
| | comporting himſe]t fo .1il, that 
J he looks back with \ ak upon. 
; his Extravagancies, and the juſt 
{ wreth of God, and js fo far from 
| maimuring againſt his Provi- 
/ _ dence thar he ackn -wiedges and 
Mowns his r ohreous Power, Wiſ- 
Y com and Joſtice, He recalls into 
Þ his memory all the graces he hath 
1 received, and all the — 
* E 
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( 34 ) l 
||| he hath felt in his Communion 
||| with God: All the motives hel 
Jl had to ſerye him, and to fear him, 
Lil and theſe th: 'ngs create a ſenſivle' 

prief in him, that he hath fo fail. 
ed in his duty, and a ſincere de. 
ſign to amend himſelf; in fine, 
he returns to God with ali hn. | 
mility, and though he looks 
upon him as in fury, yet he .is 
perſwaded of his loye, and fpeaks | 
unto him as Fob did, 
Jeb 13.13. Though he fly "Ms yy 
will 1 trua#ft in him, = 
prays to him,bur the princips! fnbs 
je& of his prayer #520 obtain-rhal 
remiffion of his fins, and = 
 ſng orace for the time to come, 
In regard of his preſent affiictiong 
| he bears it conſtantly, and afre 
having dried up the preſent Tear 
of Natu- e. he raiſes his courageq 
regains his ſpirit, and ſtops the 
courſe 


[ 
1 


3.03 3 
| courſe. of his griet, not by a prin- 
| ciple of I know not what Philo- 
ſphick inſenfibility, which is on- 
ly Brutalicy and Pr:dez bur by 
that of a holy efignation to the 
Will of God, knowing that. the 
| aff1Rion- it lt, wien 1t ſhall be 
| made arighrt uſe of, _ tu:nto 
#4 his profit, Since all thing 
'þ work tovether for good 4 -; ORs Bs 
'Þ them that love God, He neglecs 
| not humane means , when he ſees 
4 tem proper for his deliverance: 
J but at the ſame time he makes 
$ ule of chem, he continually im- 
plores the bleff ns of God upon 
them, and looks u upon them as an 
order of Providence, 5 
A wicked Man, one that is nor 
=_ really Regenerated , makes no 
{cruple to uſe tor his deliverance, 
© fratul and illegitimate means : 


But a | a good Man will reje&them- 
with 


with indignation , remembring 
that his chief end i is not to delt- 


ver himſelf from theaflition but 


to appeaſe God, and be reſtored! 


Into his favour, As to the le-, 


cond cauſes from whence the at-' 


flition proceeds, he looks not up- 
on them with deſfiies and deſigns F 
of revenge; but he pardons them 


as he defires that Gol ſhould par- 


don him; and taſtens his eyes ON-! 
ly upon hi 's own faui's, and upon 


the juſtice of tte ſcourge from a-Þ 


be which are the principle andy 
fiiſt cauſes of his aff:i tion; he con-'$ 
dernns the ficſt, and 2dores thei 
laſt; to thee, O Lord, belon2s 


righreouſneſs , to me ſhame aud 


contuſion of face, 


If aflictions come for the orof '4 
feſſion ot the Goipel, and ReligiF: 
1 


'on hath drawn ſome (ufering 


Ho 


upon-them from the Worldly parly 
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(87) 
ty, 2 falſe Chriſtian behaves him- 
ſelf in another manner then the 
faithful ; tor he will endeavour 

preſently to accommodate hjm- 
ſelf to the times, that he may 

cover himſelf in the ſtorm, He 
will be always ready to ſubmit, 
and to diſſemble, and to ſwimme 
with the Streams and to this 
end to enlarge the bounds of his |} 

Conſcience, he will condemn as | 

& tigid ana {ciu; ulouf# thoſe who | 

Þ in the matters of Conſcience and 

F Piery, will not yieldatall When 

* thele complinces will not Grve 

'F tuin; he will enrage himſelt a- 

iS. gainſt rhe perſecution, he will call 

W& 70 his help, hatred, anger, paſſion, 

a (edition, and all that *eſh and 

& blood ſhall ſuggeſt to him, to re- 

WF liſt cy.] with evil , and injury 

W wich injury, Ta fine, it all rhis 

_ be too Urtle 3 and he .Cannotr by | 

= Ts IE | theſe = 


— 
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theſe ways deliver_himfelf from? 
the afffiction, he will grow weary, . 
he will rebake himſelt tor fuffer- 
ing, he will begin ro look upon; 
the profeſſion of the Goſpel , as 
the moſt odious thing, which de: 
prives him of his repoſe, of his} 
o00Gs, of his pleaſures, which are 
his oreat intereſts, he will eſteem 
it as a bar in his way , which 
ſtops his deſigns, and which c ofles 
all his hopes, and then quick 
ly follows his abſolute, and opty 
deſertion of Religion : For as | 
have already laid, it is ſelf-low 
that is to ſry, an Earthly af £ 
Worldly love, which ever re1ghF / 
in his heart, and which poſſe] \ KL 
the firſt place there. "8 ” 
f$ tothe true faithful Chriff $ E. 
an, his conduc, is very differ 
in theſe ſad occaſions, Firſt, 
looks UPOA afficgions 3 as 4 2 7 
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[ P 3 - 
dinary conſequences of the true 
Religion, and in ſteadof being 
ſcandalized, he is the more con-' . 
firmed, He Jays up 1n his heart 
_ all thar Jeſus Chriſt ana bis Apo. 
ſtles hath {aid upen this ſubject, 
If any one will come af- 
fer me, let him © eny him 

ſelf, and take up his croſs and fol- . | 
| low me, If ye we'e of the World, | 
| the World would love his 

, own, but becauſe ye are 

| a0t of the World, but I havechoſey 
| you out of the World, the World + 
= /atcth you, Te ſball be hated of 
_ 41 en for my ſake, but 
L. he that hold:th out tothe i 

3771 ſhall be ſaved, That through 
7 1479 tribulations we mu. As 
Wn enter into the Kingdom of © © 

Goa, If we dye with Chriſt, we 

p<! alſo live with him 
ww 1oſuf & with -— we 


Mitth. 16, 


Jonn 15, {| 


. 2 Tim 2 
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_ E231 — 
Ii ſhall alſo reign with him, All 
| go thoſe who will live godly: 
2-116 24-5 ON bind 
IF tin Chrift Feſus muſt ſuf +: 
I! fer perſecution, The Lord chaſten-F 
i. eth every one whom he loves, and} 
| : _ . ſconrecth every Son whom” 
Heb, 12: h ; 3 
e receiveth, If ye en-| 

| . dure chaſtiſement, God dealeth with 
nM ou 4s With Children; for what Son | 
*l is he-wiom the Father chaſtiſeth 
not, Beboved, think it not ſtrange 
Concerning the fiery tryal, | 

:[/Y Fe 4 qo 
if ©.” which 4s to iry you, at 
though ſome fronge thing happen- 

it - eduntayon, but reſoyce, 118 45 much 
45 Je art partakers of Chriſt's ſufs| 


—_— 


* 


ferings. | | ” 4 

” "Secondly, herepreſents to hinff 
| ſelf-aflitions, in ll their deaur) 
and worth, that he might nor bl 
" ſhaken, to wit, as they are aconff 
_ formity to Jeſns Chriſt ; /ooking 
faith the Apoſtle, ro Feſus the 4 | 
bo _— tba 


cm” —— 
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thor and finiſh'r of our faith, whe, | 


periſheth , though it be 
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for the joy that was ſet before him, 
endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the | 
ſhame; as we have in them the 
honour of ſuſtaining the cauſe of ! 
God, and of his Goſpel, Unto | 
you it is given oy the be- -1 
half of Chriſt, not only to FM 
believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer | 
for his ſake, As they are ſteps . 
which raiſeus to the Kingdom of 
Hezven, Onr light afflidtions which 
are but for a moment, work * 

| |  LOr, 4+. 7; 
out for us an exceeding,  * 
and Eternal weieht of glory, As | 
they are ameans to make mant-. 
teſt the price and excellency of ? 
our faith , and our piety, ' That : 
the tryal of your faith beitz much 7 
more precious then of Gola which. | 


Phil L 29, 


& 


; . - .» Z Pet. ht. "© | 
tryed with fire, might be | IF 3 


fond unto praiſe, and hononr, and | 
= EW gloty | 


7 - IX 
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ghy,. at ih edpearing __”" 7 ”" I 
lt ChriF, As they are occaſions # 
If! | * which: God often takes wherein | 
| he glotifies his Wiſdom, and his 
C- Power, in the pr eſervation of his$ 
Church, When thou paſſe# thr ongh 
the Waters,1 will be with 
thee,and throurh the Ri- 
 wers, they ſhall not overflow thee, 
when thou walkeſt through the 75. 
Mit thou ſhalt not be burut,, As they | 
"1% are uſually accompanied with a: 
WM 'if new de:ree of grace, which God 
- beſtows upon his Children; But} 
_ Gods faithful, who 'wi'l x Cor. 164 
ot [uſſer youtobetemp- 13, | 
ted above that ye are a- ; 
it ble, bat will with the emptied 
| i F-4 make a way to eſcape, that 4 
W250 be able to bear it, As they 
" are neceſſary chaſtiſements toc 
Our - amendment, Before 7 wad 


| aided, 1 went wroig, but now | 
bevel 


| 


Ila. 43 2. | 


(E- 
have kept thy word, Thus the true 
Believer looking upon the ſuffe- -* 
rances of the Church with theſe 
| proſpets,in lieu of being troubled, 
_ or dejedted , he draws trom them 
matter of joy and glory, according 
ro the ſenſe of St, Paul, when he 
ſaid, But we glory tn our 
tibulation, ? 
In the third place , he is inca- : 
pable of - making any breach in | 
his Conſcience, to deliver himſelf : 
from it; though indeed he ex- - 
poſes not himſelf nato it: Oran» |; 
ticipates his Talamities by caſting 4 
himſelf raſhly into them, for thar. * 
=- would be to tempt God, Nay, | 
be flies from chem, and avoids 4 
them as much as he can lawfully g! 
but would be very ſorry to 'ex- | 
ewpt himſelf from them by any-4 
wicked way , or t6 ſeek his reft:: 
by ay relaxation of his.Conſcis.; 


Rom, | 5» 


ence, or any-adt of hypocriſies {- 
knowing that an upright heart, 
| and tongue, and works, are the 
i Moſt agreeable things in the : 
8} World ro God, And that he Þ 
Mi i} that would have us as wiſe as Ser- 
Win pents, will alſo haye us as inno-., | 
ft; i} cent as Doves, Knowing more- © 

| over that ſuch kind of bysflings | 
Mi} are- ngt only contrary to Chriſti. = 
iti} an ſimplicity, which never per- - | 
© ij Mitsus ro do the leaſt violenceto |}, 
W /it ovr Conſcience, uncer any pre- 
|| tence whatever , but they are al- } 
"WE ſo very contrary to true ptudence. 
TIF For befides their drawing us from } 
-H} onder the conduct of God's bleſ- | 
it ling, they make us fal! into re-' } 
&proachiul biſeneſs, which gives:.Þ 
nc World opportunity. to preſs Þ 
AE things further in hopes of ſuccee--4 
uy it ding, ſothat the ſuceſtl way to be. | 


| ever wiſe as Serpents, is to be in- þ 
|| nocent as Doves, Fourthe S 


T9 / 
Fourthly, They tall not into 
" that other inconyentience, which. 
is ſo ordinary to unbelievers, who. 
take ſanQuary in Furies, in Sedi- 
1 tions, in Cruelties and 1n Crimi- 
| nal Violences, to repell their Per- 
j- fecutien, Yet he will not nee. 
1 gle& anapology for his Cauſe, for 
that is natural, juſt, and allow- 
able, But he will praiſe no un» 1 
juſt and culpable ways , though ' 
he ſhoald find them never ſo fa« 
cile : For be remembers the ex-. | 
ample-of Chriſt Jeſus his Saviour, ' 
who, when he was reviled,, revi'ed_ 
not again, and when he ſuffered, he | 
threatned not, but committed himns< © 
jo to himthat judgeth Righte- 
ht), ; 4 
. Tn fine, if the aſl/Rion lafts | 
long, lre bears it patiently , with] 
out emancipating himſelf , byg 
encourages his Piety, to ſtop the 
E 4 - Cureag 


v 


Current of his natn:2] Tears, 2nd , 
Complaints, but however he © 
lar from conceiving .theleaſt re- 4 
bate, or averſion oo the Religion, 
which draws theſe ſufferings up- { 
on him. And with St, Paul ? 
ilk ſays, For 7 reckon that the ſuffer- || 
MET nom, 8, 7725 of this preſent World . | 
10 are n0t worthy to becom- | 
Ml pared with the olory that ſhall be + 
ip revealed In as, Rojembring thae 
11} St. Fohn writes, And to him that | 
ih Overcomerh, will 7 give to eat of | 
\ 8772-277: of Life, which is in the | 
if! | wid} of Paradice, - 

mE HLeonfeſs it may happen that a J 
8 g00d Man may ſometimes be ſur- *} 
FE Prized, and overwhelmed, as it _ | 
were, with the firft_ motions of 4 
Wcar, -or hope, or ſome other i!1u- We | 
Tons, which may. prefent Exrra- | 
; Fi brdinary and unforeſeen Objeas 4 
Þ | (92co him, 85 once : Sh, Pete; i 2 

MW ur. | 


ws * 


but fuch ſuneſtous accidents hays 


ſome treſpeRts indeed yoluntaty, 


always three TharaRers, one,that 
the heart reſiſts them , and 1n- | 
wardly Combats what the mouth 
utters, they are thoſe kind of | 
acts which are called as of con=: 
ſtraint; not but that they are in_ 


but they are voluntary in reſpect | 
of the weakneſs of the Will, which | 
1s not ſtrong enough to ſupport - 
it ſelf, and ſo is led away with ., 
its faintneſs, -ſo that he doth. the-! 
111 which he would not, and ab-- 
hors it when he commits it, The i 
other CharaQer is, thar theſe faie | 
lures continue not long in them, | 
tor as ſoon as the heart recolleRs | 
the gets up again by a fincere Re=4 
pentance : And turning her Eyes1 
upon Jeſus Chriſt, they meet with 1 
his, which pierce the Soul, Whae | 
het hoy done, ſay thoſe terrible | 
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| .: ok, what haſt chou done, weak 
Wi and unoratetul. Servant ? Thou. 
| haſt abandoned thy Conſcience, 
gf and betrayed the rich Treaſure of :: 
my my Troth, Thou haſt injured my f 
Wi Grace, 'and art become unworthy 
| of my Salvation. Give me an T 
account of the ſprinkling of my 
 :Blood, and grieving of the _ 
of Sant fication, which ] had ho.” 
-noured thee with. Then in an 
iaſtant all objects that were be- | 
jore. him are changed, and the | 
Jight becomes darkneſs unto him, þ- 
23nd the dumbeſt and deadeſtCrea- ] 
ures have months opened againſt | 
him. , to reproach his Crimes, T 
ms And thence comes fi iehs, and the'| 
W - biccerefl Cries from his Soul. My'| 
W017, ſays he, my Saviour, have: 
| mercy upon me, corre menot{| 
-1n thine auger, neither chaſtiſe me; 
-1a thy fury. And fo his conerits 
_ Repeay 
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Repentance never ceaſes'till- ie- 
hath abſolutely repaired his Evil, 
To this may be added 2 third 
CharaRer, which is, That theſe | 
ſad accidents.cannot, at tne moſt, 
happen above once to a true Be- | 


lieyers for the hotrour oj ſuch en- 


ormous faults cannot eaſily be 


| blotted out: of the memory; and. 


as I have ſaid before, hisPiery for- 
tifies it ſelf, in its weakeſt places, * 
aad in thoſe parts where it hath 
been lyable to fail, and fo is our of. © 


4 aneſtate of beingagain ſwprized. 


| of Piety, it they be eadued wir 
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Fifth Rule, To conſider ones [elf 
in the reſitance that he hath | 
made,in ſome fron gTemplation | 

jj | 'Here are bur very few pet- 1 

— (ons that make profeſſion - | 

_a/ 


I” 


| | { 100 ) 
| | any: qualities chat oives them any 

II! | conſideration in, the World, but 

i | they have light npon ſome dange- 
= # rous accidents, wherein their Ver= _ 
| toe and Faith. have not been pre ? 
8's roa proof, though by the Grace ' 
# of God they have,nor ſunk under 
WL. it, And I would w:ſh thera to. 
18 1 lay hold of (ach an opportunitie, 
Wis tounderſtand. themlelves well | in, 
WIR and for-that purpoſe, ler them | 
t'& make anexa@ refleRion how they ||k 
Ot unrangled and jreed themſelves | 
WE from ſuch ſnares, For ir will 
1 £ccatly contribuve ro the intende | 
i ed Examination, = 
8 1 then they hive been placed . ” 
| ſometimes in great and ſtrong. ', 
;-Femprati ons of the Would; as! 
for Example, 1f perſons of kioh | 
| Power and Authority , perſons 4 
ES mmiable and dear, have imploy'd - . 
I all the ſireeroeſle. of 1 theirtriende.. 
''Y Sy RICE  thipg 
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(102. 3 | _ 
ſhip, and all other motives that | 
are uſed upon ſuch occaſtons, to. 

incline us to achange pf Religt- 

on, ot ingage us into (ome wic= 
ked intrigue: ina word, to tempt 
us to make a Ship-wrack of our 
Vertue, and probity, by all man- 
ner of means. if one has been 
fi:m and unmoveable in ſuch an 
inſtance, *tis a very good fien of 
{ the ſincerity of our Regentration, 
| For neither the ſtrength of our 
Tempter, nor ſingle Moral, or Ci- 
vil Vertue, nor the bare diſpoſiti- 
ons towards Piety, are not ca- 
pable of reſiſting a great intereſt, 
of eſtabliſhing a Fam.ily, or a ſplen- 
+ Cid Elevation, or the alluring | 
* Charms of tender friendſhip, and / 
a powerſal perſwaſion, "" 
: But you muſt nor ſtop here, | 
. "for it may happen fometimes | 
- that a Man may defend himſelt | 


|| [ ( 103-)-- 
II! | from theſe temptations , either. 
1! } ont of humour without being able 
| to give a good reaſon ;. or ſome 
8: | ſentiment of vain glory, whereby 
| | he thinks ſome honour, and merit, 
if/ F redounds to himſelf, or by ſome 
We helps of Birth and Education, or 
m4 ſomeconſtderations of efteem and 
Wt ffiendſhip, which they may have 
M& for others: though 1 conteſs this - 
it | &. happens very tarely,. or never, to 
& perſons that have any lirtle de- 
WK grecot reaſon, . Can a Soul po(- 
1 feſt with Selt-love, in whom the * 
f 


"Wh Ideas of the World rule,be capable 
'# of ſtanding firm, againſt a great | 
q | hope, that is certain, and preſent, | 
| which operates with all thoſe | 
| things which have theaſcenden» | 
W cy over the Spirit, aad all theal- 
"F Jurements that can engage the - | 
TS heart ? Canit, Ifay, refiſt them 
TE with a bare obſtinacy, or a feigned 
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joy of Contradiion, or the ſlen- 
der bands of g00d Birth, or 'Edu- 
cation, which loſe moſt of their 
't, ſtrength as ſoon as one gets out 
: of ones Child-hood,or by conſfide- 
ration of eſteem, and humane 
friendſhip, which are ſeldom very 
efficacious? *T'is much more to be 
preſumed, and more juſt to be- 
lieve, that the Idea o: God only 
is capable of triumphirg ever ! 
'- theſeobj-As, Nevetthelets I will | 
, ſuppoſe that it is poſſible, and 
' Wiſh that every one would Exa- 
mine themſelves upon this {uppo- ; 
fiction: That they would recol- * 
| Jed their memories, what they | 
_ have felr upon ſuch erand Occur. 
| rences, and1f they find they have | 
| - been viorious by the ſolidi- 1 
ty of Vertue ,-and by the fear of | 
God, when they have had pro- | 
miſcs of advancement in their | 


largeſt 


P | un 
Ee OCR - 


( 104 ) 
| Jargeft extent, when there hath 
been no doubr, nor 1EVOCition of 
them, nay, when there hath not 
been an nfenlibilitie ot the oblig- 
ing Charms *which they have 
10K been oraced with, and tag? they 
{\JYF hayeb: EN Conquered, by placing 
ii] -iThegreateſt intereſt upon Picty, 
and fetting that in. Oppoſition. 
againſt a)l Temporal intereſt, and 


God hath ſwallowed up all hu- 
mane blandiſhments; then you 
FM need not be dubious, yqu may be 
A fatished of your heart, and be 
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IP aſſured, tnat ir is the procuRt of - } 
8 a true regeneration: It is not aft '* 
effect of "fcſh and bl 009d, *tis the 
W ecffet of the Spirit, and an aſſiſt * 
W ance received from above, IT 
WH ſhall only add,thar it the Tempta- © 
S tion bath not been Momentary,... 
2008 contiouance , and F 


>, 
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8 that with the addreſs,and ſtrength 
E there hath alſo been added much 
aMiduity , the jndgment that :iS | 
| made of ſuch a vitory, 18 certain 
and demonſtratiye, 
 Thele kind proofs are excel- 
lent touch- ſtones wherewish we 
my attain to the knowledge of. 
 themſelves,and when a Pious Man 
: Þath had the experience ot them 
+} he ought to bleſs God, and ac- 
| knowledge his goodneſs that hath 
allowed him fo bleſt an opportu.«-- 
nity co (hew his duty towards 


, . F 
= : REST 
SN * a c Fe, 2F 
oe wot © SR 
% 


PTS, - 
ok 


- 2, Ae 
ESPPET OT"; 8 


be. as 


þ, + 


regen 


"£5" T5, 14 bene 7 


4 for upholding him in ſo grear a 
-i Combar. : 
'4 the ways of his Wiſdom, and Ii. 

| zvine Providence, in regard of his 
-$Children, that employs ſuch Ma- 
ſter-p'eces of his Power, to Seal 
Pore fi1mly upon their Souls the 
F truth 
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| very permitting them toa& Con- 


| when God is pleaſed in this min- 
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| tarily unto them, it would be the |] 
| higheſt remerity, and a Crime $3 


( 108 ) 


truth of their Eletion, Men 
have their ends, but God, inthe 


formably to their own intentions, 
make uſe of their Miniſtry to bring 
to paſs the very contrary of that 
which they thought and deſigned; 
how happy is a righteous Man, 


ner to deal with: him, 
Notwithſtanding he muſt take 
great care not to abuſe ſuch r2-- | 
fletions, for, if under the p'e- 
rence that-a Man-is happy, when -} 
he hath undergone ſuch tryals, he | 
ſhould imagine that he ought to” 5 | 
ſeek for them, and to that pure f . 
vr 
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poſe ſhould expoſe himſelt volun-: 
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that would not go  unpuniſhed, 2 
One cannot roo much diſtrult;F}, 
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S 
þ out an extraordinary Revelation, 

| none can promiſe themſelves Gods 
. ahftance at the moment of dan» 
Y'ger, much leſs that he w.ll help 
#F him when he runs into it in ſtead 
2 of avoiding it, If it were only. 
to humble and chaftiſe us, for our 
; ſo great preſumption, tt may be. 
| that God will purpoſely deliver 
[i us Up to our own infirmity, and 
| 1t is more likely that he will deal 
+ ſo with us, rather then ſuſtain us, | 
# when we ate ſo audacious, as to 
4} £0 brave our perils and dangers, 
i We muſt then: endeavour to avoid 
4 ſuch kind of temptations, fly from 
.{ all things that may lead us into 


- 


4 


oY x 
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i them, and rather lean towards- 
-z the baliaſt of fear, then audacity, 
Bur when ever it pleaſes God to 
aFcall us unto them by the inevita- 
"JÞre courTe of. his Providence, *r's 
= | then 


HT 


Ns 


Me em 


then that we are obliged to mu- 
ſter up all our Courage, and then 
we may relie upon the aſſiſtance 
and a of the Holy _ 


B [ ..\n my opinion, in all the ſeveral F< 


"CHAD, — 


The fevers Rule, To Examine 
the progreſs one hath made, and 

£0 compare ones Picty with [ uper= 
. "_ 


TO nel avckicg which s 
-U: neceſſary in this Examint-/4 
tion, one muſt conſider ones (dl oy 


-$o of our lives, to ſee the prob 
= ereſles we have made in Holinef 4. 
; and. Chriſtian piety. For if why 
= find that we have been jormerly 
 ſhjze& to ſuch or ſuch Yices, and 
y ts or ſuch Failings nd thi 
we have corrected the C onſey 
q gens ( 


x - 


quences of them, by the carewe 
| have applied, or by the tear of 
F. God, and Religious principles tis 

' a 200d fign, All Piety hath its 

 weaknefles, and imperiections, 

- but they reſemble thoſe of Child- 
hood, which are bettered every 
day, and not like thofe of Ave, 
wh.ch grow onto acuſtom, All 
unregenerate Man is like a Set- 
ting Sun, whoſe light and luſtre | 
diminiſhes by little and litcle, and 1 
{uddenly lets into night, and dark-. 
neſs ; or a ſick perfon, who dies 
by Inches , and inſenſibly. draiys+-- 
near to his Sepulchre, Bur a tfe-- 
Chriſtian, quite otherwiſe, islike * 
the Riſing Sun, who alcends, and ; ? 
gains ſtrength as he mounrs high- '; 
er and higher; heis a ſick pers * 

2 fon indeed, bur in his recovery, | 
W who though yer weak, gathers - 
Y lircngth eyery day, and gains - 


. - inſtead of advancing, and return ; 


F . the Divine Vocation ought to {es 


lift — fomething -upon his Diſcaſe, be- 
I'll +109 advancing by degrees towards 
his Health and Recover? trom | 
Gloty to Gloty, ſaith St, Paul, © 
and from Faith ro Faith , which ; 
expreſſion-notes the inſeparable | 
increaſe of tive Regeneration, 
If then in our Examination: of 
- our ſelves, we can bur find ouc 
this Charadter, let ns rejoyce in 
the Grace of God, for it is one of - | 
the happicſt Tndications we can | 
wiſh, Bur, if on the contrary, we - 
make no progreſs , bur go back | 


daily to the World from which 


parateus, 'tis a (ad and funcſtonll 
 fign: And therefore the Apoltl 
* ſcarce ſpeaks in all his Ep ey al 
; any thing bur of i ing , and 
_  Soing ſorwards. - Be ye cul 
Kaich] he, nith the knewleage of th 


©: = " M 
Will of God, in all Wiſe 
Cal. ttt. go, and Spiritual Un- © 
derſtanding , that ye might walk 
worthy of the Lord anto all well- , 
pleaſing being fruitful in every good 
work; and increaſing in the know- 
ledge of God, And in another 
. place, he ſays, From whom the 
whole body fitly joyned 
together, and compacted Epheſ,4, | 
by that which every joynt | 
ſapplieth, according to the effeftnal |] 
4 working in the mea[ure of everypart, | 
3 maketh increaſe of the body;unte the | 
A ceaifying of it (elf in love, Andin- | 
his Epiſtle to the Philippians , he. ; 
propoſes himſelf as an Exampleon 
this points Forgetting, ſaith he, | 
thoſe tbings which are behind, and | 
reathing forth unto i 
thoſe things whichare Philip, 3, © 
before: IT preſs towards the mark for | 
=o prize of the bigh Calling of 
= Godin Chrift Feſus, 'Bur | 


. 
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'Bnt above all that we have Gaid: 
_Mihieis, it is moſt important to. 
| rompare tiue Piety with {upe: ſti- . 
t:ous Piety, that we m:ght make 
a jucoment trom thence, For if 4 
we caſt our lies upon falſe Religi- | 
- ons, at the firſt ſight, they look 
as it they made as great imprel. | 
ſion upon the hearr'of their Vo= 
caries, as true Religion can makeF 
upon the heart. of the | fa'thſul ;& 
one _ in both a like good ntens j 
tion, ual zeal , 3nd arc 
nets: ell which they eftccm 10 
be for the glory ot God, Each J 
of them ſerve him in their ow | 
way, according to the Idea thi 
have fornied 'of: him, and endd 
your by thefear of h'm, to li 

FE: without reproach amongſt \ 
| *tis therefore very . ncery 


'# { 


diſtingaiſh this , for our bel 
Conſolation, and the 5 
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eta) iſh our Piety in all re= 
gards. ens 
Fji:ft then , That which a Su- 
| perſticious Perſon calls Piety and 
Devorion , conkiſts tor the moſt 
part in vicious actions, which cane ' 
not be agreeable to God , and a 
F deluded Conſcience often per- 
$ forms them, Their good mten- 
F tion 1s abuſed, their zeal is with- 
&. out knowledge, and their Prayers 
are injurious to God; nay their 


$ very promptitude to ſerve him, 
& is but a readineſs to diſhonour 
j& biminefic& : For what honour, 
W& 1 beſcech you, ran we doto God, 
& when we imag1tie Childiſh aQtis 


we bY +» © 
l : 


h ons are delightful unto him, as + 


& all Superſtitious ations are,which 
: Þ Worldly wiſe man himielf can : 
+ | ; make no account of? What hoe 
$ &NOUT Can accrue to him-in _ 


F WS , 


; || + that it cannot be Communicanf $ 
EF * to any other but himſelf 2 Why 


, x - IRE 


F him, to uſe thoſe as of Religion) 
.; | - Which ſuppoſes in a Co 
þ! . participation, of: that Infigity 


( 14 ) L 
ing, ne Superiibion Man doth, £ 
that one fins and offends the Di- | 
vine Majeſty of God, by indiffe. 
rent actions, which have nothing | £ 
in themſelves that is vicious, ot} 
irregular, and nevertheleſs they g 
make them matters .of Conſci- 

ence? What honour can redound- 
to him in giving him that Wore. 
ſhip, which corrupts that Spirit 
tual, Immaterial and infinite Ide - 
which we ought to have of him; 
according to the verity of his 
Nature 2 What honour is it-to; 


which is ſo very peculiar to Gol. 


honour: 1s it to him to 1 3 
to "UI his Wrath, or cxpil x { 
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; fins by aRions , which have no 
| proportion, eitner with our Of- 
fences, or his Juſtice? What ho- 
- nour can it be to him, when 1n 
F. ſtead of that Worſhip which Chriſt 
* Jeſus calls worſhippmg him 1n' 
Spirit, and in Truth, which 1s in 
deed only worthy of God, we uſe 
only a Worſhip of Pomp and 
" Worldly Magnificence , which 
|: conſiſts in Exterior things, and 
z, wholly 1nveagles the Scnſes ? 
*' What honour can be done to him 
0. when we make part of his Wor- 
; ſhipand our Devotions toredound 
upon dead and inaninate Crea= 
b& tures, which we make, asit were, 
C- Interpoſers between him and us? 
# What honour do we do him, 
f when we eſtablith his ſervice, not 
F.-. ſingly in thoſe things he hath 
&- co:nmanded us, but in voluntary 
I F 2 [Des 


Cs . 
Devotions, which are the inyen- 
tions of Men, and have no other 
recommendation but humane Ay. 
thority ? *Tis then certain, That 
any man who refle&s upon thelk 
things, and finds his Piery and 
Devotion of another Claſhs and 
Order, difingaged, free and purj- 
hed from this drofs; which is nat, 
Evangelical, hath great cauſe gf 
Joy, and reaſon to bleſs Gad: 
for having ſhewed him a better; 
1  —- ".# 
 ___ *Ts fit nevertheleſs to mak: 

two Obſervaticns here , the 
of which is , That although 

profeſs a Religion whoſe WF 
ſhip is pure, yet let us watch 
we fall into Superſtition, wi 
we figure to our ſelves, that ith 
ſafficient to pradile exterior a@. 
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Ons, - to. acquit our ſelves of &. 
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duties of Religion, as goings 11- 
to publick Congregations, atten- 
tively hearing of the Word of 
God, and being regularly preſen@ | 
at Prayers, and other things of 
that nature; | ſay, we muſt not 
fancy theſe as to be the chief, 
and principal ations of Devott- 
on: For it would be changing 
of good into evil, for theſe atts 
though good in their bare uſe, 
which is to be figns and exerciſes 
of the inward Devotion of zheSou?, 
and means of confirming, or ad- 
vancivg us in Piety, become ab=- 
ſolutely Superſtitions , when we + 
make them the Totals, or Capitals \ 
of iety, becauſe the truth of God | 
_ and his Eflence confiſts in an intes ? 
riour Worthip. _ 
* The ſecond Obſervation is to : 
Þ, be concerning another abulc, that. ! 
S F3 we 


W - || tioned before, which is, that they 
Sj are ſigns and exerciſes of our Pie--- 


C118). 
we may fall into that is not leſs | 
pernicious, viz. To imagine that 
all theſe as of outward Devo- 
tion are not neceſſary in the ſer. | 
vice of God, that we may ne- - 
ole them without troubling our * 
Conſcience , under the pretence - 
that they are not the principal, ' 
and may be abuſed and turned. + 
into Superſtition » For indeed . 
\, though they be not eſſentials of 
': true Picty and Holineſs, yet ne- 


yertheleſs they are 5 jonas | 
necefſary from the reaſons I men- ; 


W fib ty and Devotion, and good means- 
S.\& of confirming us. Therefore a- 
true Regenerate Man equally a- 
IF voids both theſe Rocks; | his in- 


|} ward Soul 1s Conſecrated unto. 
* W{ God, butnevertheleſs he negleds_. 
Oo not 


"IT a. re re eres 
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-* not outward Worſhip and Devyo- 
CELL” 

In the ſecond place, I fay that 

the Devotion of 'a ſuperſtitious 

Perſon differs from a righteous 

© Mans in the Impreffions -which 

: - they both make nn the heart, and 

- in the effects likewiſe which they 


, x... qyy—_— ; X 
.* « produce from it. As for Exam- 
| ple, you muſt not imagine that 
| the perſwafionthat we have'ofer- 


7 truth. l knowthat St. Paulſays, T hat 
«  Godfor this tauſe ſhall ſend 
% 


them j.rong delifcon, that 2Theſ.2 
They ſhowid believe a te, | 
s that they all might be damned 
a' who believed not the truth. But *? 
j- * that deſigns not a parity of Ef- | 
- .- ficacy 5 for a deceived Spirit is | 
o like a Man afſeep, whoraves af- : 
- ter the 1mages of his dreams, who. | 
8 |=: B4 0 


iF & Conſcience of Man, by the teſti 
"& F mony of the Holy: Ghoſt; Bup 
'[& | the AF is only an imagination; 
{W# | that hath no ſolidity, for it 1 ag 
it | amuſing ofthe Conſcience, which 
| charms, as ONEMAY. lay, its ogy 4 


is.not ſenſible of the falſenes of 


manner of force then that which, 


 firſtisan vs, vote from G 
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them, Fet nevertheleſs cannot | 
bave the confidence of them,, as | 
a man ful'y awake hath in thoſe | 


_ obj:(&s he ſees or feels. *'Tis ig- 


NOrance, pre-Occupation, and cons | 
tufion,. that produces a falſe pers ' 


ſwaſion; but light and diſtinQion 


brings forth a true ſentiment. | 


I fay alſo the ſame of Conſt 


dence and Truſt, that_which a 


fincere Piety gives, hath another: 


comes from Superſtition 3. for the. 


which makes It felf knawn tot % 
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tndes for ſome time, and diverts 

its troubts3 but the fiift1s atrue | 
Tranquillity ,'a Peace which re 

moves all occafions of fear, and | 
ſubſtitutes* in their place cauſes. | 
of Joy and Conſolation, This 1s | 
a Peace which arifeth from the 
experietice of conficeration, and 
whict bears up it ſelf on all oc- 
caftorfs when it ought to diſplay | 
its vettne 3 whereas the other will. 
certainly fink down, 1f it be put to | 
the tryal 3 that 1s to fay, 1f we 
ſearch carefully into the grounds 
and principles, that it hath to de- | 
fend it ſelf againſt terrible objedts. | 
AfalieConfidence vanifhesand for 4 
fakes a Man in opreat afflictions, ! 
In the approaches of Death and 
Judgement; whereas a true one 
endures at thoſe times and Tri- 
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j| Concerning the love of God, 
||| 3} we may fay Superſtition In: | 
|| ſpire any ſentiments 'of it, we 
|| muſt not doubt but they are ve- 
| Ty different from thoſe of a true 
| Chriſtian. For this love 1s whol. | 
_ j\| ly in the ſuperiour part of the 
| Soul, wholly m the new Man, 
wholly purified from earthly 
| things, wholly diſengaged trom 
| the Senſes. But that of a ſuper- 
I Nitious Man hath - its principal 
i ſeat in the paſſions; it 1s rather | 
Carnal han Spiritual, and hath | 
{|} more of Senſe than Religion, | 
8 From whence it comes to paſs, 
| FG tbat this laſt 15 ordinarily 1ndif- } 
- | i } creet and imperious, like to the 
| flame of a Feavour, or the vio- | 
| Jence of Torrentz Whereas the. 
- true one 1s more calm, like to 
| Datura heat, or to a River which 
runs 
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of God, ſuch is. the love which 


ledge that this love which Er. 
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runs ſoftly, That of the ſuper- 
Ritious Man 1s abſolutely of the 
ſame nature with its prinCiple z 
ſach a- is the Idea which he hath 


ariſeth from- it, Again as we : 
have ſaid, the perſwaſion that we 
have of Error, is very much 
weaker then that which we have 
of truth, ſo we muſt acknow- 


rour produceth, never poſſcfieth 
the heart with that force, nor is | 
ſo firmly rooted as a incere and | 
true one; this laſt penerratesand 
reigns therez the other, 1{I dare 
ſo expreſs my {lf , poſi: fles only | 
the ſuperficics, whillt{-lf love al-1 
ways keeps the farſt rank , and 
dwclls in the bottom. 1 
This 3s they beyond all theſe 
Citterences and in general, beyond + 
all | 
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| If alk-the Characters that I Rave gr* F 
. iff ven hitherto, which Idefhe that | 
ij! a Man examine himſelf by, ifhe 
ll wy + know himſelf well, and be 
[1} aſſured of the truth of his Rege- 
!j| Neration 5 not that Fpretend that 
_ jff} all the World is capable of fol- 
|}. Jowing exactly theſe Rules after 
i} one another , nor of examining 
_ themlclves pun@ually by them 5 
14 for this requires knowledge and 
FF -Experience: and how many are. 
| there which have butlittle of ev 
" | ther, and yet m their ſimplicity. | 
bl | they continue to live in the fear . 
, of God , to feel a ſenſe ofhim in 
_ [-#teir Souls, But if they are nor * 
| | altogether proper for the lcſs, yet. 
-they may ſave however thoſs 
| who have ſome riſe and advance-. 
went in knowledge, and if they. 
| vill -bur be attentive » I hope: 
. there./ 
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' there will: be but few perſons, 


are, or are not true Chriſtians, 
whether we have, or have not a 


{15 J 


who will not reap ſome frutt from 


CHAP. VII.. 


Tleciehth Rule, 1s Examine ones 
preſent State, 
A Fter having exannned tha 


great queftion, whether we 


true Communion with Jeſus 
Cirift ; we muſt goon furttfer: 

and before we undertake to draw {| 
near to the Holy Table , when” 
we ſhall have ſuppoſed that we | 
are truly regenerated , we muſt : 
know alfo what. is the preſent e. 
ftate of our Sonls., For a true , 
Chriitjan way bein twodifferent | 
ſtates 
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caſt away from- his preſence, and 


will and favour. David before 
his Crime of Adultery with-Bath- 


FS was in the firſt when Chriſt ad- 


\ | ſtates, in- an eſtate of Righteouſ: ./ 
| neſs, or in an eſtate of Sin 3 in 
| an eſtate of Peace with God, re- 
joycing without any obſtruftions 
in the ſentiments of his love, and 
of his favour; or inan eſtate of 

diſgrace and trouble with God, « 


deprived of the marks of his good. 


ſheba, and his'Murdering Oriah. 
|} was inthe firſt (tate, ws. in the. 
|. ff} fecond after he was fallen into. | 
MM thoſe enormous fins, St, Peter. 
mitted him to the Holy Supper, 4 
| which he celebrated at the Paſlos, ' 
BW verwith his Diſciples, and tell ins. : 
F BE to the ſecond a few hours after, | 
| FE whenhe denyed his Maſter in the. : 
I Palaceof the High Prieſt, Thy 
| k a; | 


| (127) = 


, 


then very neceſſary before we 
come to the Sacrament of the Eu- 
chariſt, that we Examine our 


. ſelves again about this Article. 


For *tis certain that we very of- 
ten fall into faults, which are 
more or Jeſs conſiderable, which 
| looſens the ſtate of our Righte« 
 ouſneſs, and draws upon us the 
.wrath of God: and the worſt of 
_ allis, that we fall afleep asit were 
. Mit, £ither from our hearts loy- 


.. 1ng to deceive it ſelf therein, or 


Wh 


+ ſomeother ill principle. Howe- 
, ver 1t comes, we often take no 
heed that we are fallen into 
Crimes: Or if we do take no- / 
tice of it, we diminiſh the Idea ? 
of them, and are but a little trou- 
bled, And if we come in that. 


| [tate to the Communion,we muſt 


| worthily, 


not doubt but we receive it un- | 


- 
—_ - * nd at m— — v-—_—— > 


- W þ diftinfion of two ſtates of a; 
| + Chriſtian , oneof — | 


fl + weareever mfin, and have eve 
-if } need tofay what Fefus Chritt hal 
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worthily, and draw down punifhs | | 
ments 1n ſtead of Divine — | 
Ftons uport our ſelves. 

But you will ſay, what then; is f 


er. 2p 
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there atry ſtate of a true Chriſtian | 
whilſt he is m this World, that 
may be called a ftate of Righ- 
teouſheſs? Is it poſſible that we 

may be fometimes free from lin # 

Is it not the perpetual conditiort* | 

of the juſt Man to fall ſeven times þ 
aday ? AnddothnorsSt, John fay, | 

If we ſay that wz hauerio ſen, | 
TJotr, 1. we deceive onr ſelves, and | 
the truth is notin nw? It} 

ſcers then we cannot make this 
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and the other of Sin, fince indeedy;. 
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' . put in our Mouths, Forgive 
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% [1 anſwer, rhat it 15true,we can 
never have a Full and perfect righ- 
:_ teouſneſs, whilſt we are 10 this 
World, and this 1 | that which we 


bave ſuppoſed from the begin- | 
ning of this Treatiſe. It 1s not | 
; that which we underſtand by this 
* ſtate of Righteouſneſs, which we 
ſpeak, There are two ſotts of 
"ny ſome which are- much more 
light, and others which are more 
* enormous; ſome which much leſs 
+ offend the true form of Regene- 
| ratton, and Combat it more at 2 
| diftance, others which are muck 
{ morecontrary, and more direct | 
ly oppofit to it; ſome for which | 
* the Conſcience hath more hor- 1 
4 rour, and others for which it hath 
Z lefs, For Example, we will com 
* CJude, that an idleword, or alye | 
3 about 1adifferent things, an ex+ | 
= ccls 


|} of the aQual ſenſe of God's love, } 


1 anger. 
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ceſs of divertiſement, an indiſere-* 


_ tion, are things which much ef 


oppoſe true Picty and Juſtice, ; 
then the committing of a. Mur-} 
der, or Perjury, or Calumny, _ 
a violent tranſport of Paſſion, os * 

Infidelity, When then a Man , 
finds himſelf not guilty of any of ' 


theſe ſorts of Crimes, we call that ' $ 


a ſtate of Rightcouſhels, not that 
to ſpeak properly it hath ng ſins, F 
but becauſe a Man finds bimſelf | f 
not charged with any of thoſe 
great. faults, which deprive” him | 


and put him under his fatherly ! 
"To Examine-a Mar” $ faf well. 


LEE upon this point; we muſt not ins | 
-$ | fiſt ſimply upon notorious Crimes, 
| | which humane Laws. themſelves 
'Th _, as if he ought to believe} 


£ 


bim-F 


Murder, nor Adultery, nor Rob- 


: delires, to ſeeif he hath not com- 
. mitted ſome injuſtice againſt his 
} Neighbour, or ſome 'impiety a- 


_ Chriſtian 
unworthy thing, This is that 


7". — Ty 
himſelf righteous, when he ſhall 
find himſelf neither guilty of 


bery : He muſt go further and | 
make reflexions upon the thoughts 
of his heart, upon the words of |: 
his mouth , and the: aQts of his = 
hands, upon. his defigns, and his 


painſt God himſelf, and in-a word, . - 
if he have not diſhonoured the 
Profeſſion by ſome 


which a good Man ought to do 
every day, but he ought particu- - 
larly to do when God calls him 4 
to the Communion of the Lord's 
Supper; ſince it is upon: theſe 
holy occafionsthat we renew our. _ 
Covenant with God, and if we 
de- | 
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WW -gef reto do it bats; we. maſt 
: J[}* follow this order. 

I - We ſhould-firſt take the Lm-| 

i | 3 of God, and ſtay upon all thef 
\ 1 particulars oneafter anther ,*and} 
{if conſider every one of ther inallþ 
3”T "nl their extent, and in their divers | 
1 ||| degrees, and ſhould remember 
E | ||} - that which is commonly ſpoken 
| ||| for a general Explication of 1his} 


| Law; towit; Thatitcommanda| 
_ Hot only our outward adions af 
- noi: Eaws do, but alfo reach-f ; 
| eth to the inward motions of thef 
Sou), -and the Confcicace, whick | 
are all known to God 5 that un4f 

. der the negative Commands, they: 
- affirmative arc corprized z andf 
under the affirmative , the nega 
tive, that is to ſay, when it torl 
| bids us to do : any «vil. it enjoy nt 
| wat the fame time to dothe. con 
| tran] 3 
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trary good; and when it Com- 
mands us to do a1y good. it for- 
f bids us alſo to Uo the evil which 
| is oppoſite toit « Thar wien it | 
F remarks any genus of good or © 
{| evil, it taculy remarks alio all the 
F ſpecies of it, That is to ſay for Ex- 
} ample, when it forbis us tical- 

} ing in general, it turbids ail the 
# different manners of { izing upon 
+ other Mens Goods: * That when |} 
F it expreſſes it ſelf in one ſpecies, . ] 
F it underliands all others of the - 
'$ ſame order; when it f: rbiJs falſe 
4 Witneſs, it forbids alſo «ll orher 
+ Ways by which ve may unjuit- 
+ ly blacken the reputation of cur | 
* Neighbour, That when it for« 
$. bids any evil, or commands any ; 
'S 200d, it forbids or commands all ;. 
'F that which may natural'y carry + 
'Þ Us to it, as when it forbids ſteal» | 
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ſented to him, wherein he was," 
obliged to do good, toitein whatE 
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ling, it forbids luxury and excef. } 
ſive expences, becauſe they natu, } 
rally lead to it, In fine, whenit ! 
forbids or commands any thing,' i 
it forbids or commands all the * 
degrees of it, As when it for-} 
bids murder, it forbids hatred, des |: 
ſire of revenge, quarrels, and out- } 
rages , which are as degrees of j 
Murther. Thus in applying to 5 
our ſelves this Law, part after part, i 
we may know wherein we have 
violated it, and wherein we have þ 
oo, Er 4 
2. It will be good alſo in this 
Examination to inſiſt, not only F- 
upon ſins of commiſſion, but alſof 
upon fins of omiſſion ; that al, 


Man recall before his eyes, the} 


divers occaſions which are pre: £ 
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| manner he received them , and 
how he hath acquited them, and 
| if he hath not let many paſs with- 
| out hearkening to either his Vo- 
- cation or his Duty, or the mot1- 
} ons of his Conſcience. Itſo much 
the more concerns us to enter 1n- 
| to theſe conſiderations, as it 15 ve- 
|, ry eaſte and very ordinary for us 
# to be negligent init. Moſt times 
3 we believe our ſelves to be in a 
4 very good eſtate, when we per- 
& ceive not our ſelves guilty of any 
pot thoſe great ſins, which make 
Fa quick impreſſion upon our ſpi- 
E-rit, But 5s for fins of omiffion 
'| -WC bavec little trouble about them: 
1fFor ſuch is the nature of our 
hearts, that we are very much af- 
+ fected with 'what we do, but lite 
tle with that which we 'do not. 
PLecti it is certain that the ſins of 
* var ON- 
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omiſſion are not little , and th 
there 1s but little differenc © belt 
_ tween a Man who kills his Nog 
bour, and his who by his fault lu 
him miſerably periſh, when he 


= 


by his Vocation to fuccour and 

ſave him. | 
. Agood Man mult conlideſ 

himſcf f Oo 1n all the rei arion 
which he hath with the Civil 
ctety, with tne Church, with h 
Family, with his Profelſion, * 
cording to the rank and degrak 

which he is in. By this 1. 4 q 
he will ealily diſcover the tauh if 
which he hath committed agaify 

| his duty, and the negligences iſ 
to which he might befallen. I 1 
general , we ought in the quali 
of Men to live ſoberly, Ny | 
ly and godly. But there are pi z 
eicular duties to which we 4 
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COTE 
{ obliged by theſe relations; a Fa 
ther owes a duty to. bis Children, 
and 2 Child co his Father z a Ma- 
E. giſtrate tothe People, and the 
!. People to their Magiſtrate ; the 
k Miniſter to his Flock , and the 
P Flock to their Miniſter, we owe 
# a duty one to another, It con- } 
cerns every one then, to lee in+ | 
what manner he hath governed 
himſelf towards his Snpericu:s, 
& Infetiou:s and Equals, It ficrce- 
$ ne{s, or hircneſs ot heart, or pa- 
F fon, or prejudice, or intereſt, cr 
 kumane conſt lerations, have not 
made him commit injuſtices a- 
& gaalt his Inte. jours, It Envy, 
F. Rebellion, th2 ſpirit of Liberty, 4 
& 1nclinztion co centure and derra- | 
Z. Ctings, have not made him do | 
7: things contraty to the reſpet 
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* h:c1 he owes to his Superiours, 
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- {ſcience to ſee therein what man" 


it hath not ceaſed for fo longs 
, 4n_ examining the number F 
-T0 conſider all the circumſtang ; 


will be caſe to judge, if we 


& 4 138 F od 
If Ambition, Pride, Jealouſie + 
Anger have not made him {in Sj 
oainſt the Law of Charity and/ 


Equity which he.owes to his I 
 quals, 


' 4. Every one of us in particy 
lar muſt enter into his own Cont 


ner we have anſwered the favous. 
that God hath done us, And, 
here we ought to ſet before ow: 

Eyes all theſe mercies, and cop; 
- ider how great the Divine goody. 


neſs. hath beeri towards us , :ho 


time, to add bleſſing to bleſſing. 
. greatneſs , the value, we ouglt 


which raiſe them, After this; 
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\. not fallen into a black ingratitude, 


and if we have not given him 
cauſe to complain of us, as ke 
did once of his Vineyard, of which 
he had taken all poſſible care, and 
yet it brought foith nothing but 
wild Grapes. 7 
But it is not only neceſſary that 
we examine our ſelves about our |} 
enormous faults, whether of com-+ | 
miſſon or omiſſion, againſt God, | 
or againſt Men ; but we mutt alſo 
caſt our eyes upon our leſſer ſins, 


For though a Man find him(ſelt ex- 


emnpt from the firſt, yer if he be 


p loaden with a great number of 

| tole of the (econd order, wecan- 
not ſay that he is in a tate of * 
& Righreouſnels , + as :by the con. | 
* courſe of , many lietle diſtem- 


#- pers,a conſiderable Diſeaſe ariſerh 


ws which puts the lite in danger, ſo 
-H G 2 Mmny 
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. a Man, and interrupt the courſe, 


| -the fiideſt Examination thatw 


| Plal, 19, nnderfland his Errourgk 


many light. offences of diyey: 
kinds, make an aſſembly or body:. 
of iniquity, which cannot buy! 


. 
. 
4 
4 
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bring the juſt wrath of God upop! 


of his Juſtification ; and becauſg 
theſe light offences eſcape the mg! 
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mory, we have the mate need att 


can make to imitate Davrd, ſays; 
ing with him Who, AY 


Lord cleanſe me f) 


my ſecxet faults, yl 
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The Uſerf this Examinationith. 


_©T He Concluſion of this Ext 

- mination, aſter we hi 
done it ex:Qly, is che molt Mi 
p9rra 
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portant of all : For all that we 
ſhould have pertormed hitherto, 

would be very Vain, if we do not 
redaceall the knowledge wc have 
gained upon our (elves to ſome 
g00d uſe, But what is this uſe ? 

That in my opinion n0 perſon can 
be ignorant of, For it isa deep 

humiliation of our ſelves in the . 
preſence of God, a condemning . 
of our ſelves belere his face, a. 
vigorous and bitter oriet for hav- 
ing offended him, a holy and 
ardent recourſe t > his Mercies, by 
the ſatisfaQion and inttteffion of 
Jeſus Chrif, For after we have 
m23e this juſt and neceſſary ſcru-; 
tiny into our lives: Al wel 
ſhail find too many cauſzs ot Re- 
pentance, and efteeming our ſelves. 
as nothing in his fight, for what 
Man 3 there thar ouvhr. not to! 
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"ay with'the Prophet ? Enter Mot | 
Into Fudgment with 
Pfal, 143 3, thy Servant,for in thy a 
fight fhall no Man live , 
be Juitified, ing If thou, Lord, wilt , 
be extream to mark I; 
Plale 130, what js done amiſs, . 
who may abideit? Our 
fins ſhall ariſe on all fi des, and © 
preſent themſelyes beforeus, they 
will ſhew their Number, pe. 5 
their Horrour, and placing them | 
with-that Righteouſneſs and pers | 
. te Holineſs, which the Calling , 
_ and Golpel of Jeſus Chriſt re- | 
| quires of us, *tis not poſſible but | 


F 


"Mi our Souls ſhould be mach moved | 
2nd terrified thereby, Yer let; 
$8 ff us not turn away our eyes,. as we: | 
K |} are uſed to do from diſagreeable | 


| Lights, bur contrarywiſe let us'| 
| fix them well in our fi ohtand Me- | 
| dirations, and draw from a 

= 


(143) 
all that it is poſſible to aff; iphten 
2nd confound us, A. verbal _ 
teflion, an _exteriour humility , 
yolatile griet, and a Homontary 
4 Contrition are not ſufficient, | 
' There muſt be an entire, and a 
 fincere Repentance, which whol- 
ly takes up the heart, and pene« 
trates the Conſcience, if we would 
have it celightful to God. 
After theſe motions, a hearty 
and ardent recourſe to the Divine 
Mercies muſt ſycceed by the in- 
- effable price of the Blood of our. 
Redeemer, and to this effect, re> 
member the gracious words that 
God ſpeaks by hisPropnet unto ry | 
ſaying, As T live, ſaith the Lord, B 
have no pleaſureinthe 
death of the wicked, but Ezek.3 3. 
that he tern from his | 
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ih Wa), and live. Yea; 
| | Pfal, 103, Likeas a Father Pitts 
Wy eth his Children, ſois + 
fi, the Lord mercifal unto them that | 


[i |. fear him : Look how wide alſo the 
| Eaſt is from py We#, ſo far hath | 
f '' heſet ou" ſins from us, The Lordis ' 
| full of compaſsion and mercy,long .« | 
| [I [uffering, and of great goodneſs, © 
AM: Though your ſins be as ; 
'N Iſaiah 7, | Scarlet, they ſhall be as | 
| white as Snow, And if | 
4 | | T John 2 any Man ſin, we have ' 
| 


—— bt ding 


1! an Adwvacat with the © 
lt Father,Feſus Chrift the Righteonsy 
I | Gadd be.ts the propitiation "for our 
4 11 ſins. He is able to &] ; 
? , Heb, 7, them to the nttermos}, 

4 that Come Brnto God by. 
& | Heb, 4, him. Let ns wt nf 1 
} come boldly unto the © 
41 M5 Roroxe of Grace, that we may ob- © 
| pain 
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( 145 ) | 
tain mercy, and find grace to help © 
in time of need, But one of the 
principal efte&s which our Exa- 
mination oughe to produce, and 
without which all the reſt would 
” be unprofitable, is to take mea- 
f- ſures and precautions to cotrect our 
 lelves, and advance ow San'ttt- 
fication. For true Repentance 
- hath to Conſiderations, one 
| upon things paſt, the other upon | 
| things 'to come; theretore Jeſus * 
Chriſt who hath j»yned them to- 
gether in the Prayer he taught his 
Diſciples, ſays of the one ſide,” 
Forgive us our fins, and of the 
other, Lead us not-into temptati-% 
oz, Uponthis laſt ſome precepts 
mey de oven, which. jt w-l] Pre | 
formed w:ll be of ger nie. ""J 

The fi:fi is to apr'y ou: (p'rirs. | 
as much; as it-is poſſible” to medi- | 
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| that they cannot be often looked © 
|| 1nto by an eye illuminated with. 


and love them, Thee precepts 


| often ſet them before us, they, | 
|} will inſenſfibly retifie our Souls,.” } 


( 146 ) 1 
i rare upon the myſteries of Reli- 
gion, By which means Religion 
will become familiar unto us, and | 


by the blefling of God ſweeten: | 


#1; and temper our Heart and Spirit, 


'Theſe Myſteries are ſo amiable, 


Grace, without learning to eſteem 


o 
| 


are {orighr and ſtrait, that if we 


*Tis a firange thing to ſee how, 


LIE 4 the greateſt part of Men are negli-* * 

ik cent upon this point, There is | 
M2" infinity of perſons, whodefire.. 
Wy FF their Salvation, and live likewiſe } 
© || in a Sage and Regular way, and : 
Tf [| have but ſmali things todo, and -, 
CE || nevertheleſs, paſs their days away Þ 
||| in frivolous imployments, and 
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( 147 ) 
findies of no weight, in ſtead of 
employing themſelves to the ſtu- 
dy of Religion, where they would 
find pleaſure and profit united - * 
if they but know in general, the 
principal points of the Chriſtian * 
Faith, and read a Chapter or two 
in the Bible every day, by form 
and cuſtom without any refleQt- | 
on,theſe ſort of people think they 
have done enough, Never ta | 
king noticeof what they loſe, for 
the knowledge of Salvation is a 
Source and Spring of infinite pre- 
clous things; which becomes 
more beauritul , and more admi- 
rable, the further one proceeds 
in the queſt of it, An ancient Phi- * 
loſlopher goings about to make. 
ſome definition of the D vinity, + 
{aid 1t was a Sphere whole Cen- : 
tre, | 
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fre was every where, and Cir" 


Wl 3 umterence no where, 'By which, 
I | ' MW 
If 'rhe-immenſity of God, Bat I had "__ 
|-fcxcher ſay., his Circumference is | 


| 
[i 


IM fries in- all places s but being once 


\{ my opinion, he would deſcribe 


[every where, ahd his Centre no. 
Where, for we may enter into the 
{Meditation of the Divine Myſte- 


\entred, we find no Centre where 
[I Line finiſhes ; 
| fall other Lines which have a; 


411} Centre grow narrower, as they; - 


$approach nearer to it; on the con-. 
4 rrary, thoſe of the meditation of. 


felves Wider. 


10g ones ſpirit to things of Reli- 
| Sion, if you would have a 2 no- 


be 


and whereas 


$God ſeem always to enlarge them- 


-- 
- 


Fg 4 . 
- , * _ ys - * = £0 k a- 
ey mA FI 4 Shia TOE - a; i « ".... . - - 
< I [ - hw - - - 
NOI a wt a es”  tf7- AE >. a nd AZ on, - 4 ©: £ = - D L = el @; 
. bo - + 
© = OY 


if To thisprecept I will add 2 ſes: 
© || cond , which is that in the apply- - 


19 | table profit from it, you muſt not 
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be contented with an hiſtorique 
knowledge, nor propound to fill 
' your head with heaps of curious 
ac Queſtions, to ſpeak upon the in- 
& tant, . and diſpur pertinently, but 
K you muſt turn it to rhe practiGue. 
K part, viz, To conſider them in 
* the proſpet of thoſe motives 
7 which they will furniſh us with, 
'* towards our Piety and Righteoul- 
| neſs, towards our Charity, and | 
7 all- the cther Vertuess As for 
Example, in ſtead of amuſing ones | 
{ 


ſelf to charge ones memory with |. 
{ all that the School treats concern- | 
+ ing the Providence of God, how. ; 
\. he that is immovabie in himſelf: . 

ca move <ithings; how Natye 
rai Cauſes. which neither have - 

Ears nor Reaſon, can obey the | 
Commands of tie: firſt Cauſe, | 
without any ſort of impreflion, ; 
| | or. 
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or Phyfical Vertue; how God © 
* could permit fin to enter into the } 
* World, which hath made ſuch ha- ; 
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vock and deſtruction; how he '+ 
could concur in the Criminal aQti- } 
ons of any Creature, and not inte- - 
reſt his Sanity, and ſuchlike que- 
ſions : In ſtead, I fay, of bulying | 
| ones ſelf with theſe things, it | 
were better to contemplate his. 
Providence in the views of Pra- 
| ice ; for by theſe you would 
| learn that God was the Maſter, ' 
[|| and moſt Soveraign diſpoſer of all 
Tit eycnts, that it is he which raiſes, | 
BE and pulls down every degree, as  ! 
SF he pleaſes; thar he is the Author | 
Wi of Life, and of death,ot affliction, - 
{| and. proſperity, of light and dark- 
T8 4 neſs, that ont of the Treaſury of 
Fl it his Grace are iſſued forth all bleſ- 
Tf fings, happy deſigns, rongine 
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| | ſucceſſes, unſeen afhiſtances,, and 
| deliverances in the time ot need, 


(151) 


And on the contraty, how, out of + 
the Store-houſes of his Juſtice 
comes all diſgraces and misfore | 


| runes ; anhappy projects, funeſt- 


ous accidents, ſubverſions of King- 


 doms and Families; which will 
; make us havean Idea of God, fit 


and worthy of his Divine Ma- 
jeſty, Thereby we ſhall learn to 


| adore that full and ever vigilant 


* Care of his bounties, which thus - 
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fields, in their luſtre and beay- 


* diſplays it felf for the preſetvarion 
of all its Creatures, to the very 


nouriſhing the Birds of the Air, 
and cloathing the Lillies of the 


ty, to the very feeding of the 


 dwallows 5 By which we ſhall 
learn that in all needs and neceſ- 


fities, 
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| fities,-our prayers muſt be ag. *| 


i tides him, fince *ris he alone who! 


|| alſolearn to give him thanks tor 

| all the 200d wepoſleſs, as coming.” | 
| from his liberality, and ſo to make + } 
| uſe of them to his glory, and ſer- | 


"WR beſtows on us, todiſhonour him, © 
HF 2nd fight againſt him, We ſhall. 
WH alſo lezrmn to bear onr affictions: 


| abſolute right over us, and reigns 
[if over . 


td 


dreſſed to h:m, anJ to none be- + 


hath the whole Government of* 
the Univerſe in his hands, and © 
 1tmparts it to no perſen, We ſhall © 


yw_ 


| vice, that we abuſe them _notto- 
| gratifie our paſſions , ſince it-- 
| 


we could throw upon him, to 
imploy his own favours that he 


with patience, and reſignation, 


| Sree they come from theAll-pow-" 


erful hand of God, who hath an' 
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AM bacflh cnce Anti hed _- 


would be the greateſt indignicy, | 
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oyer Heaven and Earth, We ſhall 
learn to acquieſce in our ſuffering 
them, becauſe they are diſpenſed 
by an infinite Wiſdom, who doth 
all things well, And we ſhall al- 


{} ſo learn to ſupport them with 


hope, and conſolation , remem-- 
bring that God makes all things 
turn to the goed ani advantage 
of his Children, In fine, we ſhall 
learn not to form any .unjuſt de- : 
fiens, and to place no Confidence 


{.in Temporal things, fince God 


may take them from us when le 
pleaſes, and that from thoſe yery 
breſts from whence we pretened 
to derive our Joy and Glory, he 
can bring forth ou: rvine and dif- 
race. 
Beſides it will be good ſome- 
'mes to gather up, as in one bo- 
dy, as many motives as we can, 
Ouc 


( 154 ) | 
Ji!” ont of the Chriſtian Religion, 
| | Which leads us to the love of God, | 
Wi and to Holineſs, for by themal 
$. compoſed Idea will be framed;| 
and agreat Image, which will 
have much more force upon our | 
|. Spirits, and a much greater im- | 
TIFF Preffion on our Souls, then if we 
ji} but confider eyery motive ſepa- | 
If rately, Fornotwithſtanding our } 
it} regeneration, we muſt zcknow- | 
ti ledge that we are yery hardly F 
| wrought to the heighth of Piety, 
184; As Phyſicians therefore when 
ht they meet with a body that is 
difficult to be purged, by pru- | 
gence, are led to uſe a ſtronger TIe« . 
medy, orgive agreater quantt- | 
ty then at firſt; in like manner, | 
wethat know our ſelyes hard to 
be touched inwardly, and brought 
to performance of ſpiritual duties, : 
| are 
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are obliged not only to imploy 


the ftrongeſt motives which our 
Religion furniſhes us with to that 
purpoſe, but to joyn them all to- 
gether, that the ſtrength of 
them united, may engage and 
oain us to that which ſingle acts 
of Piety cannot do by them- 
(elves, 
Onecan ſcarce tell what bene- 
fit in order to this effe&, the bare 
frequent Meditation of the vani- 
ty of all Temporal things is: For _ 
as it is they which moſt com- 

monly ſeduce, and lead us to fin, | 
*tiSAavery great 2dvantage to our 
San@ification , to turn our Spi., + 
rits often to the Confideration 4 
of the little value they have in 
themſelves , their fragility, and 
the weakneſſes which they fall | 


into, who fix their hearts upon 


- 
4 , 
| 4 em ' 
jb 
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them, It is good to conſider ine þ 
- to how many impertinences and} 
tollies they throw Worldly peos | 


cal manner, barely looking upon -| 


| of eff-&s in us, 
| debaucht thonzhes, to emp'oy the -| 
* reſt of the time we have tolive_ 

_ inpleaſure, Let us eat and drink, 


(156). 


how many intricate tasks they 
tye upon us, without ever com» | 
paſſing the end of their defigns, | 
and if they be 8tr2ined , how ſud- \ 
denly, and grieyauſly death 4 
comes and defeats it all, *Tis'this 
Sreat repreſentation of. death, z 

L 


ple, how many uſeleſs ſteps, ang' | 


and 1ts necefſity, that a regene- * 
rate Man ought often to ſer be- } 
tore his eyes, not ina Philo!ophi- * 


It as the laſt Linz of the. durati> | 
on of Mcn, For that: view'at } 
death can produce but two ſorts 

which 1s eirker.. * 


s 

m 
wo 

: 


$ 


} 


aS- 


137 
as the Zticureans ſay, for to more 
| row we ſhall dye: or thoughts of 
' grief and deſpair, as it is an evil 
| without remedy, But we muſt 
look oa it in a Chriſtian manner, 
viz. aSaccompanied and follows 
ed by the Judgment of God, who 
| will-in that moment, decide tor, 
k oragainſt us, an Eternity of Glo- 

ry, or-an Eternity of Miſery 8nd | 
+ D:mnation. We muſt frequent, || 
-* ly med.tate upon tl.e Eternal m1- 

F 


+ 1tetics in which the Wicked ſhall 
... beplung'd, to keepour hearts nd. 
= ſplits 1a fear, for that 15a bridle 
+ to our paſſions, We muſt, a!ſo 


o 


"raiſe our thoughts often to the in» 
* finite bleſſings which God hath 
_ Eprepaied tor us, to the intent and 
"F104 car what fear hath begun, | 
” 2Þ0pe anay forward , and loye may 
F< te, we oughr allo to take no- 
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C205). 
tice of what we are moſt inclined | 
to, that we might precaution out; 
i1 ſelves againſt our.infirmities, For | 
ſ tis rue. that if we do not thus | 
F/ arm our ſelves, we ſhall find that f 
ſj we are daily expoſed to be ſur. 
: . © prized by our own weaknelses,ons 
to the Choler which his 'own | 
temper drives him unto , another | 
to an exceſs of facility, and com 
"plaiſance, ſome by the love of 
pleaſures, and others to ſeveral; 
things of the ſame nature, There. | 
tore © tis moſt neceſſary ro make | 
. theſe kindof refleQions very of. | 
; tenztharwe might labour to Con 
quer our ſelves, whichcan hard} 
ly be done Kithour ſome ouſt x 
of tine. b 
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(159) 
the objects and occaſtons which ' 
give Way to our infirmities to 
flair forth, We muſt do what 
*:is ſaid the Parthians do, fly a5 
way as we Combat, and diſtruſt 
our ſelves, *Tis in this (enſe thar 
St. Paul bids us work out our Sal. 
vation with tear and trembling, 
not doubting wkether God loves 
j- us, or whether his promiſes are 
'* true, but doubting whether he 
4 Will not (ſuffer us to yield under 
# Temptation; tor as I have ſaid be. 
} fore, it often happens, that he 
,j-*leaves us to our (elves, when we 
are to0 proud and confident , that 
;* we might be humbled, 
& + To thisIthalladd another Pre. 3 
%.:cept, which I believe to be of 
Wercat uſe, which is to be very cu. 
& .\712Us :N the choice of thole per. 
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make a particular friendſhip , an 
to converſe with often, For we! 
muſt not doubt but that we ear 
fily receive a tin&ure from ch 
ways, and the inclinations , and 
the manners of thoſe we uſually 
converſe with, and therefore | 
impolts us oreatly to- Place © ou 
ttiendſhip well, | 
 NotthitlI mean, that we. ough 
abſolutely retire from the World| 
and fly from the Society of Meny 
For God, contrarywile , woul@ 
have us live with them 'L an} 
thetefore the faithful are called 
by St, Paul, Burning. lights inth 
midit of a cried and perverſi : 
' Generation; that ſolitary , rigid 3 
and wildiſh humour , whichin Th '» 
firſt Ages of the Cturch mace, 
many retire into Deſeits , to tſp 
from the Crowd, and avoid Con FN 
mere 
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| 2023 © 
merce with worldlings, had a fair 
- enough colour at the firſt, and I 
_ doubt not alſo there was a good 
| intention therein, Notwithſtane 
| . ding God hath not accompanied | 
S it with his bleſſing , for. from-. 
$ thence we ſee many Superſtitions 
| have had birth, which have cor- 
F rupted the Chriſtian Purity, T |} 
$ beligre then that a Regenerate | 
Man, may and ought folive' itt 4 


the World; remembring that he 
ia Man, that is, thathe ismade | 
# for Sockty, and not. to gooutof = 
&. the World. *cisthe order Provi- 
& dencebath placed us under, and 
© the. Law which by our birth fs 
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Ned Upon Us, But as gene» | 
a; Tal Society hinders us not from -. | 
peculiar tyes which we -bave to © 
oa ccrtain perſons that we - love | 
Wemore tenderly-, and frequent |} 
'L moſtz 


* j y, 
- 

>. 4 
» XX.» 
, 


—_— > "rw 4 * 49% AGES a> » WT : RE þ NE ESSE hy 
=— - —_ OE IRIS A Cas Wo 
96 mw <—_. 


OY Pl 
5 hg: le = e_— n_— 
OD = —_— 
. 4 ® . 
: % 


- moſt; 1 wiſh | vious peribn'f to 
._ be careful in. making a good} 
 choiceof their moſt valued friends; 
|  . and familiars, becauſe: that will 
certainly contribute very muck} 
| to the preſervation, and to thel 
Increaſe of their Piety -and Very | 
tUCs ; 
One may here ask what Judge 
ment and Uſe may-be made of th 
[ diretors of Conſcijences, T# 
' : which I anſwer, that they maj, 
: ©  beprofitably provided, that they 
be uſed with theſe Precautions 
Firſt , That the uſe. of thy 
be left to the liberty of ev "1 
| Man , for the Scripture not 
FE pointing it, 1t were to nol 
FF. Yoke to conſtrain any as 
' ||” thereto. 2. That they be x 
| uſed but upon Important 1 
.|- - Counts, and Occaſions 4 
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require ' conſultation 3 elſe 1t 
would occaſion floth , and 
one ſhould be by that means 
accuſtomed not to Conſult our 
oivn ſelves, and Breaſts in what 
we ought to, but remit it whdl- 
ly to the Advice of a DireQor, 
which were1ll, fince ngne ought 
to be more concerned for our 
Salvation than our ſelves, nor 
can better be acquainted with 
our Conſciences; 23. That we. 
eſteem not our ſelves ſervilcly 
# tyed to all that a DireCtor.plea- 
M . {es to counſel] or preſcribe ,” but 
F- to reſerve a chuyce of your 
=. own, and a diſtinction ,' which 
- may preſerve the right which 
W- every one nath of judgiaz them» * 
FW .ſelves, from the DiRates-of a .* 
*&2Director. Otherwiſe you wolf | 
WEmake your Conſcience the: flave :* 
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Il || of other men , and. attribute} 
|| an Authority unto them, which} 
& = - only to God , and kiis| i 
Son Jeſus Chrilt, 4. 'To makey 
a good choyce when you will 
Have recourſe to a DireQor, th eh 
' you might not fall into ill hand if 
for there is but few perſons | eh l 
dued with a quality fit' for thiaf F 
| employment, and very, few.t 4 1 
/} abuſenot ſich Offices to. the gain ; 
| ivg a kind bf Dominion | oval 
: Souls; and. power in enk 
In a word ,, this praRtice 1810 & 
ject to inconveniencies ; The 
fore muſt be uſed with T 
wiſdom and diſcretion. 
theleſs I confeſs that there | 
ſome occaſions wherein one ſk 
draw much aid, light, and col $ 
lation from the Giredion ofa I 2 
'y Man, who 1s wiſcy and enlig 
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ned, when one has recourſe to ſuch: 
> wah | | 
In fine, one of the beft pre- 
'cepts one can give upon this | 
Subjet, is to pray unto God, 
ardentiy begging from him the 
# Condu& and Aſfliſtance of the 
Holy Spir:t - For without his. 
Grace and BenediGtion ,, - all Ex- 
terior means fignifie nothing, 
ſince it 1s he that produces in 
us, both to will, and to do, ac-_ 
#. cording to his good pleaſure. But 
when I ſpeak of Prayer, I mean 
not only that which is uſial in 
ST Pablick Aſſemblies and Families, 
&- where I ſuppoſe that every ore } 
S- does their duty ; but I mean + 
F. they ſhould attend their private | 
7 and particular Prayers; ia their ; 
. Cloſets, in their Chambers; 
and 1n their Beds, ywhes& eve- | 
T ny ry 


- 


if ry one is more Recolledted : I 
& | mean thoſe frequent Elevations | 
| of our hearts unto God , which |, 
' { may be done in our very bult-' F 
It ; neſs and Employments, "and al- | 
i though they be ſhort and mo- } 
8 | mentary, 'yet need not be wy 
| Ardent, or leſs Efficacious. But| 
j in extr-ordinary Occalions, as} 
Aﬀictions, or Days of Prepa-| 
ration for the Holy ' Supper, 
| you may add , if you can 
; Privat Faſting unto your Pray## 
er, to be the better diſpoly” 
«d in your Devotion. GORE. 
+ ik grant that: this ſmall Treatiſt 
FE which I have <a *r 
Tf ' the uſe of his Church, ml 
| ['8 alſo ſerve to the good * ind | 
 Giffcation of all Faithful Soulf 
%at they might gather that trols T7 
| frog, I, — which [ have prope. 
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ſed to my ſelf, to the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of our . 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus. Chriſt, 
Amen, © 
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Communion. 
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YI / Y A Y; Father 2 I pro- . 
GN VAT I ſtrate. my ſelf at 
7 # RE 
FF == Throne, to adore | 
= * M A . "Ry FT” 
F thy Majeſty, and to acktow- | 


A ledge thy Righteouſneſs 0.08 


Hy. 
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{ am in thy preſence but Duſt? 
8 | and Aſhes, a Worm of the 
l | Earth, and moſt unworthy of 4 
C i thy turning of thy Eyes. toward 
i re, or imploying the cares of | 
| thy Providence towards my] 
#00d. For what is mortal Man} 
that thou ſhouldſt regard him'Þ 
or the Son of Man that. tou 
ſhouldft vifit him 2 - But mores; 
over I am Criminal Duſt. adi 
Aibes, a ſinful: Creatiire whid 
deſerves thy ſevereſt Judge 
ments 3 And- the more I coll 
fider my ſelf, the more. 
- my {elf ouilty of violating, 4 
þ thy Coniniandments , ungra 6 
El for the many + Favours way 
= have received .from thy got 
i hes, and unfaithful to all | th 
E-Ingagements of my - Vocatiax 
| þ "A Alas : Lord, I thou | thowl i 
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take notice of my Iniquities, : 

1 how could 1 ſubſiſt in thy fight? 
\. I have ſtop't my Ears a thou- | 
ſand times againſt the Exhor- | 
tations of thy Word, and have 
been deaf to thy Threatnings, 
and ſcarce ſenſible of thy Cor- | 
rections : bufied with the vain 
and periſhing things | of this | 
World , I have ſuffered my 
ſelf often to: be ſurprized ' In ' 
their ſnares , negleQting the. 
things. of my Salvation , and | 
thy Kingdom. How often have ' 

I preferred my Paſhions, and-: 
Intereſts againſt the Rules of | 
my Duty, and thy Righteoul: | 

F nels? How many times have 
& I wandered from thy Wayes, - 
& and thrown: my ſelf into the 
Wayes of the World ,, whete | 

I ſhould have been loſt , ,af/ 
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4 thy Hand to have Reſcued me? F 
| Every moment of my life- mightÞF 
ae me for my weakneſs F 
| ſes, and my imperfedtions my4 


'1 | Conſcience accuſes me, and my 


fins are on every fi de, "clout 
Ing me with Confuſion , for thy; ; 
Eyes are too pure to ſuffer lin, 
or to. take delight in unrighe$ 
teouſneſs.. I condemn my ſal ( 
therefore in thy preſence, __ 
- confeſs, that if. thou woulaſy ! 
j-deal. with- me in thy rigouy 
| thou. wouldſt find in me to 
; much reaſon to deliver me ual 
tq thy juſt. Vengeance, anj 
E cauſe enough. to withdraw fro 
We, all the precious figns & 


# | [the Covenant, and. of Adg q 
S | [© PHOn which thou haſt given ma- 
IF and fo Sm reject n me fron 


thy 


' 3 
*4 
w 4 FP, 


2 © 
| thy Communion, But thou art | 
a gracious and compaſſionate: | 


| God , and moved with the ; 


- Bowels of a Father towards his | 
Children. Thoſe that thou doſt - 
* once love, thou loveſt to the | 
- end; 'thy Gifts, and Vocatie : 
on are without Repentance , 
and thou haſt promiſed, that 
though our fins be red as Blood, 
thou wouldeſt make them as 
white as Snow. Mave mercy - 
on me then , for I fly to thy * 
great mercies; my God, par- 
_ don me my faults, and accors 
| ding to the greatneſs of thy 
+ Compaſhons, blot out all my * 
{ Iranfpreſhonss IT know. thoure- | 
{ quireſt the Converſion of fin- _ 
© Ners that they might live , but 
- Tknow alſo, thatthough.my Re- * 
& pentance be not ſuch as it ought, * 
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WE to be} yet thou doſt not. 
T | quench the ſmoaking Flax,, nor-: 
WF | break a bruiſed Reed. Thy. 
li | dear Son dyed for me , and*; 
| | roſe again for my Juſtification, * 
'F'' F- and is aſcended into Heaven, 
\ | and-there makes Intercefſion for-; 
| F me; Liſten to' the voice of his - 
| | Blood, pleading for me, and; 
WF in reſpe& of his Sufferings-. and'.] 
itt # merits, Reſtore me thy joy and' 

{ | Salvationz I acknowledge .no'. 
{ & other Saviour nor Mediator buR,; 

{| # him, - nor place any confident); 
| \& -but in his Sacrifice, for. he. 
Ci the: Way, and the Truth , an 
| the Life, and none can come 
T' $ unto Thee , but by Him. Ta 
18 3 pute. his dying Obedience writd ; 
[8 me, and Cloath me with by 
| I perfet Righteouſneſs., that; 
*' * may appear unreproveabe i 
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CIS - | 
thy ſight. And fince thou now . ; 
calleſt me to thy Divine Table; | 
orant me Grace, O Lord, to 
receive worthily theſe Sacred 
Teſtimonies of my Salvation, ; 
Looſen my Thoughts from * 
Earthly things, and raiſe me to 
the Meditation of the great and 
Celeſtial Objets, which are re- | 
preſented to me in thy Sacra« | 
ment, Increaſe in me the Faith * 
of theſe Myſteries, that with a' 
Heart truely purified, F may 
receive the Body and Blood - 
2 of thy Son, as the Victim which: | 
= was. once offered unto theeup- | 
| on the Croſs; and now Repre- 
| ſented unto me in this Hea- 
a venly Action, - Let me receive | 
oF them with a lively Faith, and 
WK: with a fincere -Acceptation , as - 
mn thou art pleaſed to: give. then 
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WE inkf1 Incere Love, Let me by 
| company this Faith with a prog 


found humility , and holy gray 


-rits of our own ; No 


when we were plunged Into 
* VN, and Condemnation, thoys 


| | T6 draw out of thy Trea-" 
8: ſury this Eternal Manna, thig | 


Bread of - Lite-: To Comrus | 
nicate thereby unto us, a hopeff 
of a moſt happy and heavens 
ly Immortality > Which thay "1 


| jf |, haſt prepared for. us above I 


thy Celeſtial lanſions. Thy 


19; -- Way my God, 1- beg 
FEET Thee, in the Name of thy Ig 
F/&4 to whom, with Thee, and 
(| |& | Holy Spirit , One God ble 
[| 8 | for ever, be o1ven all Hongl 4 
[I j$ | and Power, and Glory, ! from M 
i Bs Age, Amex —_ - 
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PRAY ER 


Afﬀer the - 


| Communion. | 
Yr GOD, my Sa 


viour, and my Fa« 
' ther, I yield Thee _. 
the — kd J 
Thanks of my 
Heart,” that thou 
i 6 baſt whthour all -- | 
WF Lonliderations of the many [ 
ll: ults which I have committed. - 
"3 againſt 


_ 


: 

£ m 

& nt; 
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[KT againſt. thee , which made me. 
TB unworthy of thy Bounties , re*s 
kt ftored me to thy Favour, ' in gi- 

j# vivg me the aſſurances of thy 
' 1} Love , in the Communion of! 
if thy Son Jeſus_ Chriſt, What 
ſhall I render unto thee , +for{ 
Fi all thy benefits rowards me 2: 
f | Suffer me not, O God, to fall$ 
'F; Into Ingratitude, after ſo many 
"Teſtimonies of thy favour andf 
. good will , which I have recei 
ved from Thee.. Bleſs the Log 
O my Soul, and let all whi 
Lk 1s within me bleſs his T | 
LES Name. Bleſs the Lord, Oq 
TEE. Soul, and forget not all-; 
Benefits 5 Who pardons 4 
FF thy Iniquities-, and heals} 
| Infirmities. But what Gh 
[8 | tnde can I make Thee-, 
F *| God ; but to Conferatel 1 
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4 {IF intirely to thy Service and 
1 Gloty Let all the Actions 
}. of my Life be as a loud Voice, 
| Crying, I am Crucified with 
I J-fus Chriſt , and the Life 
* which I live now, is not mine, 
4 but Jeſus Chriſt Liveth in mes, 
y and T live in the Faith oi tne 
$4 Son of God, who loveth me, 
$ and hath given himſelf for me. 
| This 5 my Defire , and this 
i 1s my Intention , but I can: 
W promiſe my ſelf nothing of thisz 
W But do Thou make an end, 
W Lord, of that which Thou haſt 
= begun by Thy Grace 3 And 
Wutter not Thy own Work to 
fo be imperfet. Let me 'end | 
my dayes in Thy Fear; Let * 
WOecither Death , nor Life, An- 
WS<! - Principality nor Power, 
g10gs preſent, nor "things to 
= : | come, | ; 
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F come, nor heighth, nor depthy: 
_ ever be able to ſeparate me from Y 
thy Love. 
Make me bear with Confil ; 
dence , and -with Courage aff 
Afiictions , which accompany 
the . Profeſſion of thy. Truth 
and let me never fall under. a} 


Þ ny Temptation. Let not * Ty 


-World ſeduce my heart at any 


1 time. , either by its Promiſes, Wy i 


Its Threatnings 3 or Illuſions 


NF} what kind ſoever 3 but. hs 


ſteadineſs. - Let me ever walky 


1 j $| thy Wayes, going on towak 


\ the mark, which thou haſt pl 
W poſed unto me, .and is the pj 1 
of. my Calling. And. the < G x 


| RES of has that brought ag 
$ | Eþ&. from the dead , our Lord "Y 

EE Chriſt, that areat Shep herd | & 
Ih: F j- the Sheep . m— hel ; 


Pry 


_ of the Everlaſting Covenant, 


S make me perfet in every , good 
. Work, to do his Will, $4 
ing in me that which is well 


Poyks in his fight, through Jes” 
+ ſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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